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There are some Daily
Devotion (Quiet Time) books
in US based upon “Pocket
Companion series” by
Andrew Murray. However,
there are articles which are
totally different from those in
the first English version of
“Pocket Companion series”
about 100 years ago. This is
one of motivation to make the
original English version
freely available to everyone.
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The English version of
“Pocket Companion series”
started when Andrew
Murray was in his old age.
The series include 12
booklets, and there are 31
short essays each. For Daily
Devotion, there is basically
one short essay each day. The
booklet “The secret of power
from on high” is one of the
series, which is published in
1926 after Andrew Murray
died in 1917.
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INTRODUCTION
50ME time ago I saw the adveYtise-

ment of a little book, Prayer made
Easy. At first I thought that if prayer
was made too easy, it would lose its power;
but I was so anxious to help those who were
weak in prayer, that I ordered a copy of the
book, and I found that the writer had discovered the secret that it is only as the Holy
Spirit teaches us to pray that our prayer
will have power, and be a joy to us. I felt
that here indeed was a deep truth. It yeminded me that so many know nothing of
what the Holy Spirit can do for them.
I found some simple, helpful thoughts in
the book, and these suggestions I shall use
in the first chapters of The Secret of Power
from on High. I shall then go on and try
to help God's children to exercise the great
v

iand wonderful privilege of close fellowship
with God in prayer through the Holy Spirit, ·
·and to explain something of what is meant
by a life of all-prevailing intercession.
In earlier booklets I have dealt with the
adoration of God the Father, and of
personal intercourse with Christ the Son,
and I would now lead my readers to consider their relation to the Holy Spirit in
regard to prayer, and help them to realise
what an unspeakable privilege it will be
to take time every day to call upon the
Spirit, and to surrender themselves entirely
to His guidance.
When the prayer-meetings held at the
time of Pentecost are over, many feel that
they need help in studying God's Word at
home, and to be led into the realisation of
the silent but mighty work which God's
Spirit will do in them.
Christians should not remain " babes ,in
Christ," but should grow up as spiritual men,
to know the Lord Christ and to serve Him,
to be witnesses to those around them, and a
blessing to all with whom they come into
contact.
vi

Without spiritual guidance, Chn:stians
often find difficulty in understanding and
appropriating the teaching of St. Paul's
Epistles in regard to the work of the Spirit,
which is needed "for the perfecting of the
saints," whereby the Body of Christ is built
up into a " perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ "
(Eph. iv. IJ, I4).
This pocket companion seeks to give help
and teaching to all seekers after the life
which is wholly surrendered to the leading of
the Holy Spirit. The great truths regarding
the work of the Spirit are presented as
simply as possible, and the reader is led to
see how important it is to be changed into
His image from glory to glory as by the
Spirit of the Lord.
I pray that our Heavenly Father may
grant great and new thoughts of His wonderful love, and a full measure of the
blessings He is waiting to .bestow.
ANDREW MURRAY.
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FIRST DAY.

\tbe lDtspensatton of tbe Spirit.
"How much more shall your Heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask Him? "-LUKE xi. 13.

T

HE writer of a little book on Prayer
tells us that he has learned
through his own experience the secret of
a better prayer life, and would gladly
pass on that which has helped him. As
he was meditating on prayer, the great
thought came with power, that we are
now living in the dispensation of the
Spirit. He says : " I felt deeply that
in this time of the working of the Holy
Spirit, all we may do in God's service is
of little value unless it is inspired by the
power of the Holy Spirit. This brought
me to the well-known , precious, and inexhaustible text, ' How much more shall
your Heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask Him ? ' "
I felt anew that the main thing for each
of us is to receive, afresh from the Father,
the Holy Spirit for our daily needs and
daily life. Without this we cannot please
God, nor can we be of any real help to
our fellow-men. This brought the further
thought that our prayers, if they are to
raise our lives to fulfil God's purpose,
must have their origin in God Himself,
the highest source of power. Water
cannot rise higher than its source. And
2

so it happens that if the Holy Spirit prays
through us, as human channels or conduits,
our prayers will rise again to God, who
is their source, and the prayers will be
answered by the Divine working in ourselves and in others. " I believe more
and more," says the writer, " that the
Christian life of each one of us depends
chiefly on the quality of our prayers and
not on the quantity."
What material for thought is here, for
deep meditation, for earnest prayer !
When you pray to-day, ask the Heavenly
Father to give you the Holy Spirit afresh
for this day. He yearns to do it.
Father, grant me now the working of
Thy Holy Spirit, that I may learn to
pray.
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SECOND DAY.

ttbe jfruit of tbe Spirit.
" The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance." -GAL. v.
22, 23 ..

1 X TE have seen what the
V V lessons are on prayer.

two first
We must
pray the Father every morning to give us
the Spirit anew, and then pray the Spirit
to teach us and help us. Here is a third
lesson-commit to memory the text at
the head of this chapter.
Christians often think that they have
only to ask God to teach them to pray,
and He will do it at once. This is not
always the case. What the Spirit does
is so to strengthen our spiritual lives
that we are able to pray better. When
we ask Him to teach us, it is important
that we open our hearts to His gracious
influence, so that our desires are stirred,
and we first of all surrender ourselves
to the working of the Spirit. This surrender consists in naming before Him the
fruits of the Spirit, with the earnest
prayer to be filled with these fruits. So
that the benefit of learning the text by
heart will be, that as we pray for the
teaching of the Spirit, we may say :
"Here is my heart, fill it with the fruits
of the Spirit."
Think of the first three fruits, Love, Joy,
-I

Peace, the three chief characteristics of a
strong faith life. Love to God and to
Christ, to the brethren and to all men.
joy, the proof of the perfect fulfilment of
every need, of courage and faith for all
the work we have to do . Peace, the
blessed state of undisturbed rest and
security in which the peace of God that
passes all understanding can keep our
hearts and minds.
In the last discourse with His disciples,
Christ used these three words, with the
word "My" before them. "Abide in
My love ." "That My joy might remain
in you." "My Peace I give unto you."
Shall we not lay before the Spirit as the
great desire of our hearts that He may
make these fruits reach perfection within us ? Then at last we shall be able to ·
pray aright, and always ask more and
more of our Heavenly Father.
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THIRD DAY.
'.JLe~

b}2 tbe Spirit.

"As many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God."-RoM. viii.
14.

L

ET us now consider four other ·fruits
of the Spirit :
Long-suffering,
Gentleness, Goodness, Meekness . These
four words all denote attributes of the
Godhead. They will reach maturity in
us through much prayer for the working
of the Holy Spirit. Think of what they
mean.
Long-suffering.-In the Old Testament,
in the time of Moses, God's long-suffering
was praised. All Scripture bears witness
to the wonderful patience with which
God dealt with sinful man, until we come
to the word in 2 Pet. iii. g : " The Lord
is long-suffering, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come
to repentance." This attribute of God,
the Spirit, will make a characteristic of
our lives, so that we too may exercise a
divine patience with all sin and wrong, so
that souls may be saved.
Gentleness.-What wonderful things we
read in the Psalms about God's goodness
and gentleness, which are from everlasting to everlasting. " As the heavens
are high above the earth, so great is His
mercy towards them that fear Him."
God works in our hearts this same good·
6

ness and mercy towards all the sin and
wretchedness around us.
Goodness.-" There is none good but
God." All goodness comes from Him,
and He gives to His children according
as each heart asks and desires. And
this goodness is manifested in sympathy
and love to all who are in need.
Meekness.-We read in Ps. xviii. 35:
"Thy gentleness hath made me great."
But it was chiefly in God's Son that the
divine meekness was shown. Jesus says:
" Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly
of heart." Paul entreats his readers" by
the gentleness and meekness of Christ."
The Holy Spirit, too, the gentle Dove,
longs to impart the ripe fruit of meekness
to our hearts.
Is it not a wonderful thought that
these four attributes of God, which are
the characteristics of God's work amongst
sinners, may be brought to ripeness in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit, so that we
in all our ways and conversation may be
like the Meek and Lowly One ?

B
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FOURTH DAY.

ttbt Spirit of $'aitb.
" Having the same spirit of faith, we also
believe."-2 CoR. iv. 13.

o you begin to realise why it is so
important to commit to memory
D
the text, Gal. v.
will strengthen

22 ?
It
the desire in our hearts to have and to
hold the fruits of the Spirit within us.
Our expectation of the blessing God will
give will be enlarged. Let us pause
awhile on the two last fruits of the Spirit
-Faith and Temperance .
When the disciples asked the Lord :
" Why could we not cast out the evil
spirit ? "-His reply was : "This kind
goeth not out but by prayer and fasting."
Their faith was not powerful enough,
and even if they had prayed, they had
not the zeal and self-sacrifice needed for
prevailing prayer. Here we see the
union of faith and temperance.
Faith is a fruit of the Spirit-and leads
the seeking soul to depend on God alone.
Faith believes God's Word, and clings to
Him, and waits in perfect trust that His
power will work within us all that He has
promised. The whole life of the Christian
each day is a faith life.
Let us now think of Temperance. This
refers in the first place to eating and
drinking, and leads us to restraint, carefulness, and unselfishness in our conversa8

tion, our desires, in all our intercourse
with one another. Our motto should be :
" Forsaking all worldly desires, to live
righteously and godly and temperately
in all things." Temperate in all our
dealings with the world and its temptations. Righteous in the doing of God's
will. Devout in the close communion
with God Himself.
Faith and temperance are both fruits
of the Spirit. When we ask the Spirit
to teach us to pray, we open our hearts
towards Him that He may grant us the
fruits of the Spirit, faith and temperance,
to influence our daily lives in our intercourse with God and man.
Learn this text by heart, and let the
promptings of the Spirit in your heart
each day lead you to the Father, that He
may grant the fruits of the Spirit in your
inner life, which will be seen in all your
actions.
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FIFTH DAY.

't!Utorsbtp <Bo() ht tbe Spftit.
" We are the circumcision, which worship
God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and have no confidence in the
flesh ." -PHIL. iii. 3.
HE foregoing remarks serve as preparatory to the prayer itself. We
have come to the Father with the prayer
for the Holy Spirit. We have invoked
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Now
we begin to pray.
First, we pray to God the Father,
thanking Him for all the blessings of this
life. We acknowledge our entire dependence and impotence, and express our
trust in His love and care for us . We
wait before Him until we have the assurance that He sees and hears us. Then
we direct our prayer to the Lord Jesus,
and ask for grace to abide in Him always,
for without Him we can do nothing. We
look to Him as our Lord, our Preserver,
our Life, and give ourselves into His
keeping for the day. We give utterance
to our faith in His infinite love, and the
reality of His presence with us.
Lastly, we pray to the Holy Spirit.
\Ve have already prayed to Him for
guidance. We now ask Him to strengthen
us in the faith. that what we have asked
of the Father and the Son may be truly
wrought in us. He is the Dispenser of

T

IO

the power and gifts of the Father and
of the Lord Jes us ; all the grace we need
must be the result of the working of the
Spirit within us .
Our text says: "We serve God in the
Spirit, we glory in the Lord Jesus, and
have no confidence in the flesh." We
have no power to do the thing that is
good. We count on the Lord Jesus,
through the Holy Spirit, to work within
us. Let us take time to think and
meditate on these things. It will help
to strengthen our faith if we repeat the
text of Gal. v. 22, asking God to grant
these fruits in our lives. As we surrender
ourselves wholly, we shall have boldness
by faith to accept the working of the
Holy Spirit in our hearts.

II

SIXTH DAY.

3-ntercession.
"Pray one for another."-]As. v. r6.

T

HERE is much value in intercession, and it is an indispensable
part of prayer. It strengthens our love
and faith in what God can do, and is a
means of bringing blessing and salvation
to others. Let us learn the lesson
thoroughly : Prayer should not be for
ourselves alone, but chiefly for others.
Let us begin by praying for those who
are near and dear to us, those with whom
we live, that we may be of help to them
and not a hindrance. Pray for divine
wisdom, for thoughtfulness for others, for
kindliness, for self-sacrifice on their behalf.
Pray for all your friends, and all with
whom you come into contact. Pray that
you may watch in prayer for their souls.
Pray for all Christians, especially for
ministers and those in responsible
positions.
Pray for those who do not yet know
the Lord as their Saviour. Make a list
of the names of those whom God has laid
upon your heart, and pray for their conversion. You belong to Christ; He
needs you to bring to Him in prayer the
souls of those around you. The Holy
Spirit will strengthen you to an active
love in watching for souls. Pray, too, for
all poor and neglected ones.
12

Pray for the heathen, and -for all
mission work. Use a mission calendar,
with daily subjects of prayer, and bear
on your heart before God the missionaries,
evangelists, teachers, and l:)elievers among
the heathen.
Do you think this will take too much
time ? Just think what an inconceivable
blessing it is to help souls through Y.Our
prayers ; and look to the Holy Spirit for
further guidance. If this takes too much
time in your morning watch, then take
some time later in the day. Cultivate
the feeling: "I am saved to serve."
You will taste the great joy of knowing
that you are living even as Jesus Christ
lived on earth-to make God's love
known to others.
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SEVENTH DAY.
~ime.

" What, could ye not watch with me one
hour? "-MATT. xxvi. 40.

O

NE who wishes to pray as we have
indicated in our previous meditations, might say: "I think I could do all
that in ten minutes' time." Very well;
if ten minutes is all the time that you can
give, see what you can do in that time.
Most people can spare more time. If
they will only persevere from day to day,
with their hearts set on prayer, time will
come of its own accord.
Is it possible that Christians can say
that they cannot afford to spend a quarter
or half an hour alone with God and His
Word? When a friend comes to see us, or
we have to attend an important meeting,
or there is anything to our advantage or
pleasure, we find time easily enough.
And God, the great God, who has a
right to us and who in His wondrous love
longs for us to spend time with Him, that
He may communicate to us His power
and grace-we find no time for fellowship with Him. Even God's own
servants, who might consider it their
special privilege to be much with Him
in prayer to receive the fulness of power
-even His servants are so occupied with
their own work that they find little
time for that which is all-important14

waiting on God to receive power from on
high.
Dear child of God, let us never say, " I
have no time for God." Let the Holy
Spirit teach us that the most important,
the most blessed, the most profitable
time of the whole day is the time we spend
alone with God. Pray to the Lord Jesus,
who in His earthly life experienced · the
need of prayer, pray to the Holy Spirit,
who will impress upon us this divine
truth. As indispensable to me as the
bread I eat, and the air I breathe, is
communion with God through His Word
and prayer. Whatever else is left undone,
God has the first and chief right to my
time. Then only will my surrender to
God 's will be full and unreserved.
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EIGHTH DAY.

\tbe 1!lllorti of Got>.
"The Word of God is living and active."
iv. !2.

-HEB.

FIND it a great help to use much of
· God's Word in my prayers.
the
IHoly
Spirit impresses a certain text upon
If

my mind, I take it to the Throne of
Grace and plead the promise. This habit
increases our faith, reminds us of God's
promises, and brings us into harmony
with God's will. We learn to pray
according to God's will, and understand
that we can only expect an answer when
our prayers are in accordance with that
will (r John v. 14).
Prayer is like fire. The fire can only
burn brightly if it is supplied with good
fuel. That fuel is God's Word, which
must not only be studied carefully and
prayerfully, but must be taken into the
heart and lived out in the life. The
inspiration and powerful working of the
Holy Spirit alone can do this.
By thoughts such as these we gain a
deeper insight into the value and power
of God's Word, as a seed of eternal life.
We are all familiar with the characteristics of a seed-a small grain in which
the We-power of a whole tree slumbers.
If it is placed in the soil it will grow and
increase and become a large tree.
Each word or promise of God is a seed
r6

containing a divine life in it. If I .carry
it in my heart by faith, love it and
meditate on it, it will surely but slowly
spring up and bring forth the fruits of
righteousness. Think over this until
you gain the assurance : although my
heart seems cold and dead, the Word of
God will work within me the disposition
promised in His Word.
The Holy Spirit uses both the Word and
prayer. Prayer is the expression of our
human need and desire. The Word of
God is the means that the Holy Spirit
teaches us to use as a guide to what God
will do for us, and the demonstration of
the secret working of the Holy Spirit in
our hearts, by which God Himself fulfils
His promise, and gives us what we could
not obtain without the help of the Spirit.
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NINTH DAY.

3-n tbe mame of <tbrtst.
" Whatsoever y.e do, in word or in deed,
do all in the Name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through
Him ."-CoL. iii. 17.
T the close of your prayer it is
A
always well to add a request for
the " Spirit of Remembrance " ; " He
shall bring all things to your remembrance " all through the day, so that the
prayers of the morning may not be
counteracted by the work of the day.
Read the text at the head of this passage
once more, prayerfully.
Have you ever realised that it is a
command? Is it the aim of your life to
obey it, and to fulfil its injunctions ?
This may be difficult, but it is not impossible, or God would not have asked it of
us. God's Word has a wonderful power
to preserve the spirit of thanksgiving in
our lives. When we rise in the morning
let us thank God for the rest of the night
in "the Name of the Lord Jesus," and
in His Name let us at night thank Him
for the mercies of the day. The ordinary·
daily life, full of most ordinary duties,
will thus be lightened by the thought of
what God has done for us for Christ's
sake. Each ordinary deed will lead to
thankfulness that He has given us the
power to perform it.
18

At first it may seem impossible to
remember the Lord Jesus in everything,
and to do all in His Name, yet the mere
endeavour will strengthen us. Even as
a mother is conscious of her love for her
little child all through the day's hard
work, so the love of Christ will enable us
to live all day in His Presence. We need
to completely surrender ourselves-to live
for God all the day.
I have often spoken and written of
what it means to pray in the Name of
Christ. On reading our text of to-day I
thought : Here we have the right explanation. The man who does all in
word and deed, in the Name of Jesus,
may have the full, childlike confidence
that what he asks in that Name, he will
receive. Take the text into your heart,
and you may count on the Holy Spirit
to make it true in your life.
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TENTH DAY.

tt:be Spirit gloriftes <tbrist.
"He shall glorify Me, for He shall take
-0f Mine, and shall declare it unto you."JoHN xvi. 14.
O understand the work of the Holy
Spirit, and truly to experience it,
T
-0ne must try to grasp the relationship of
the Holy Spirit to the Lord Jes us. Our
Lord said definitely, before His departure,
that the Spirit would come as a Comforter to the disciples. The Spirit would
reveal Him in their hearts in heavenly
glory. The disciples were full of the
thought. They would not miss their
Lord, but have Him with them always.
This made them pray earnestly for the
Holy Spirit, for they longed to have
Jesus with them always.' This was the
promise of the Master : the Spirit should
reveal Him to them.
This is the meaning of our text-" The
Spirit shall glorify Me " : even as I am in
the glory of heaven, He will make Me
known. "He shall take of Mine"My Love, My Joy, My Peace, and all
My life-" and reveal it unto you."
Where there is an earnest desire for the
glory of Jesus in the heart of the believer,
the Holy Spirit will preserve the holy
Presence of Jes us in our hearts all the
day. We must not weary ourselves with
striving after God's Presence. We must
20

quietly endeavour to abide in fellowship
with Christ always, to love Him and keep
His commandments, and to do anything,
in word and deed, in the Name of Jesus.
Then shall we be able to count upon the
secret but powerful working of the Spirit
within us.
We see again the value of remembering
and meditating on the text in Gal. v. 22.
If our thoughts are always occupied with
the Lord Jesus, His love, His joy, His
peace-then the Holy Spirit will graciously bring these fruits to ripeness within
us.
The great desire of the Holy Spirit and
of the Father is that Christ may be
glorified in and through us. Let it be
the earnest desire and prayer of our
lives too I
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ELEVENTH DAY.

JDral?lng In tbe Spirit.
" Praying in the Spirit, keep yourselves
in the love of God."-JuDE 20, 2r.
A UL began the last section of the
Epistle to the Ephesians with the
words : " Be strong in the Lord and
the power of His might." He speaks of
the whole armour of God, and closes by
saying that this armour must be put on
with prayer and supplication, " praying
always in the Spirit." As the Christian
needs to be strong in the Lord all the day,
and to wear his armour against the foe
the whole day, so he needs to live always
praying in the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit will not come to us, nor
work within us, just at certain times when
we think we need His aid. The Spirit
comes to be our life-companion. He
wants us wholly in His possession at all
times, otherwise He cannot do His work
in us. Many Christians do not understand this. They want the Spirit to help
and to teach them, but do not grasp the
truth that He must dwell in them continually, and have full possession of all their
being.
When once this truth is grasped, we
shall realise that it is possible to Iive
always "praying in the Spirit." By
faith we may have the assurance that the
Spirit will keep us in a prayerful attitude,

P
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and make us realise God's presence, so
that our prayer will be the continual
exercise of fellowship with God and His
great love. But as long as we regard
the work of the Spirit as · restricted to
certain times and seasons, it will remain
an unsolved mystery, and a possible stone
of offence.
The Apostle Jude expresses the same
thought as St. Paul when he says :
" Praying in the Spirit, keep yourselves
in the love of God." This is what each
child of God desires, and what the Spirit
will do within him, keeping him in the
love of God, even as I may keep in the
sunlight all day long. It is this blessed
nearness of God which can enable me to
abide in His love at all times, even in the
busiest moments of my life, praying without ceasing, in entire dependence on Him.

c

TWELFTH DAY.

Ube ttemple ot

Go~.

" Know ye not, that ye are the temple of
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you? The temple of God is holy, which
temple ye are."-r CoR. iii. 16, 17.
ROM eternity it was God's desire
to create man for a dwelling in
which to show forth His glory. Through
man's sin this plan was a seeming failure .
In His people Israel God sought a means
of carrying out His plan. He would have
a house in the midst of His people-first
a tabernacle, and then a temple-in
which He could dwell. This was but a
shadow and image of the true indwelling
of God in redeemed mankind, who would
be His temple to eternity. So we are built
up " into a holy temple, for a habitation
of God through the Spirit" (Eph. ii. 22).
In the meantime, since the Holy Spirit
has been poured forth, He has His dwelling in each heart that has been cleansed
and renewed by the Spirit. The message
comes to each believer, however feeble
he may be : " Know ye not ? Know ye
not ?-that ye are a temple of God?"
How little this truth is known or experienced. And yet how true it is, " The
temple of God is holy, which temple ye
are."
Paul testifies of himself : " Christ
liveth in me."

F

This is the fulness of the Gospel which
he preached : the riches of the glory of
the mystery, Christ in you. This is what
he prayed for so earnestly for believers,
that God would strengthen them through
His Spirit in the inner man ; that Christ
might dwell in their hearts by faith.
Yes, this is what our Lord Himself
2romised : " He that loveth Me, and
keepeth My words-the Father will love
him; and We will come unto him, and
make Our abode with him." Is it not
strange that Christians are so slow to
receive and to adore this wonder of grace ?
It is through the Holy Spirit that you
will be sanctified into a temple of God,
and you will experience that Christ, with
the Father, will take up His abode in
your heart. ·Do you desire that the Holy
Spirit should teach you to pray ~ He
will do it on this one condition, that you
surrender yourself wholly to His guidance.
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THIRTEENTH DAY.

ttbe

~ellowsbtp

of tbe Spirit.

"The Communion of the Holy Ghost be
with yoit."-2 CoR. xiii. r4.
this verse we have one of the chief
and activities of the
IHolyN characteristics
Spirit. It the Holy Spirit through

is
whom the Father and Son are one, and
through whom they have fellowship with
each other in the Godhead. For the
Holy Spirit is the true life of the Godhead.
We have fellowship with the Father
and the Son through the Spirit. " Our
fellowship is with the Father and the
Son." " Hereby know we that He
abideth in us, by the Spirit which He has
given us " (r John iii. 24). Through the
Spirit we know and experience the fellowship of love in the life with the Father
and Son.
Through the Spirit we, as God's
children, have fellowship one with
another. In the child of God there
should be nothing of the selfishness and
self-interest that seeketh its own welfare.
We are members of one Body. " It is
one Body and one Spirit." And through
the Spirit the unity of the Body must be
maintained. One reason that the Spirit
does not work with greater power in the
Church is that the unity of the Spirit is
too little sought after. At Pentecost,
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after ten days spent in united prayer, the
one hundred and twenty seemed melted
together into one body. They received
the Spirit in fellowship with one another.
We have the fellowship in the bread
and wine when we meet at the Communion-table ; we have also fellowship
one with another in the trials of other
members of the Body. Always it is :
" The fellowsh.ip of the Spirit be with
you now and evermore." Remember the
words of the text in Galatians about the
fruits of the Spirit, and present it to the
Spirit in prayer, and so make manifest
our love for all God's children.
In heaven there is an eternal fellowship
of love between Father and Son through
the Spirit. Do we really long to be filled
with the Spirit ? Let us offer ourselves
to God, beseeching Him to grant us the
unity and the fellowship of the Spirit
with all members of Christ's Body.
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FOURTEENTH DAY.

'Wlitb tbe 'Wlbole 1beart.
" Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when
ye shall search for Me with all your heart."
-}ER. xxix. 13.

ou have often heard it said that if
one seeks to perform any great
Y
work, he must do it with his whole heart
and with all his powers. In worldly
affairs this is the secret of success and of
victory. And above all in divine things
it is indispensable, especially in praying
for the Holy Spirit.
I cannot too earnestly or too urgently
repeat that the Holy Spirit desires to
have full possession of you . He can be
satisfied with nothing less if He is to
show His full power in your life. He has
the right. Why ? Because He is the
Almighty God.
Have you ever realised when you pray
for the Holy Spirit, that you are praying
for the whole Godhead to take possession of
you ? Do you really understand this ?
Or have your prayers had a wrong
motive ? Were you expecting that God
would do something in your heart, but
for the rest you must be free to do your
own will. That would be a great mistake.
The Holy Spirit must have full possession.
You say, that is just the trouble. You
do not feel such a burning, urgent desire
as you ought, and you do not see any
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chance of its becoming true in your life.
God knows about this impotence of
yours ; He has ordained in HiS divine
Providence that the Holy Spirit shall
work within you all you need. What
God commands and demands of us, He
will Himself work within us. On our part
there must be the earnest prayer to the
Father each day, and an acceptance. of
the Holy Spirit as our Leader and Guide.
Child of God, the Holy Spirit longs to
possess you wholly. Take time to give
Him your answer, and cast yourself in
complete dependence and impotence on
the word of His promise, and on His
Almighty power at work within you.
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FIFTEENTH DAY.

U:be '.lLo\?e of Go~ tn our bearts.
" The love of God hath been shed abroad
in our hearts through the Holy Ghost, which
is given unto us."-RoM. v. 5.
HE Holy Spirit is shed abroad in
T
our hearts by God the Father.
The love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts through the Holy Spirit. As truly
as God has poured forth the Spirit, so
truly is the love of God shed forth by the
Spirit.
.
"V'lhy do we so seldom experience this ?
Simply because of our unbelief. It takes
time to believe in the divine mighty
working of the Holy Spirit through whom
our hearts are filled with the love of God.
We need time for retirement from the
world and its interests for our souls to
bask in the light of God so that the
eternal love may take possession of our
hearts. If we believe in the infinite love
of God, and the divine power with which
He takes possession of the heart, then we
will receive what we ask for-the love of
God shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit. God desires His children
to love Him with all their hearts and all
their strength. He knows how impotent
we are. And for that very reason He
has given the Spirit, who searches the
deep things of God, and in these depths
has found the fountain of eternal love
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to fill our hearts with His love to His
Son.
If you long for this, draw nigh to God,
and abide with Him in quiet worship and
adoration, and you will know the love of
God in Christ which passes all knowledge.
The Holy Spirit wants to have you
wholly. He will teach you each day to
dwell with the Father in His great love
as a little child, and to abide in the
love of Christ each day, and to show
forth that love towards the brethren and
towards a perishing world. He will make
your heart a fountain of everlasting love,
springing up to life eternal, and fl.owing
forth in blessing to all around. Say with
a heart full of thanksgiving : the love of
God is shed abroad in my heart through
the Holy Ghost.
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SIXTEENTH DAY.

'UlllaIR tn tbe Sptrtt.
" Walk in the Spirit. . . . If we live in
the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit." GAL.

T

V.

16, 25.

HE word "walk" reminds us of
daily life with our fellow-men. The
Christian in his walk and conversation
must follow the leading of the Spirit, and
walk by the Spirit. That will be the sign
of the spiritual man, who serves God _in
the Spirit, and does not trust in the
flesh.
People speak as though the Spirit were
only needed in our intercourse with God
when we pray, or for our work in the
service of the Kingdom. This is a great
mistake. God gives us His Spirit to be in
us the whole day. We need Him most
in the midst of our daily work, because
the world has then such power to lead us
away from God. We need to pray the
Father every morning for a fresh portion
of His Spirit for each day. During the
course of the day let us remind ourselves
that the Spirit is with us, and lift up our
hearts to God, remembering that the
Spirit q.bides with us always.
Paul says : "As ye have received
Christ Jes us our Lord, so walk ye in
Him " ; and again : " Put on the Lord
Jesus Christ." As I put on my cloak
when I go out, so the Christian must put
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on the Lord Jesus, and show by his
conduct that Christ lives in Him, and
that he walks by the Spirit.
"Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil the 1us ts of the flesh." As long as
we are not under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, the flesh will rule over us. Oh,
that we knew the unspeakable value
of the grace that God has given ! The
Spirit of His Son in our hearts will cry
"Abba, Father," so that we may walk
the whole day in God's presence as His
beloved children. Christian, learn this
lesson : the Spirit is given you to teach
you that you may walk by the Spirit at
all times. Thank God continually for this
Divine Leader, who gives us daily renewal from heaven, and enables us to
walk and to abide in Christ.
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SEVENTEENTH DAY.

\tbe Spirit promtseb to tbe ®bebient.
"If ye love Me, ye wi:tl keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father,
and He shall give ''01~ a.nfJther Comforter."
-JOHN Xiv. r5, r6.

C

HRIST would ascend to heaven. and
pray the Father to send the
Comforter, the Holy Spirit. He would
not only do this once, but it would form
part of His intercessory work. He would
remain " ever living to make intercession." The continual communication
of the Spirit of the Father comes through
the Son .
The Lord tells us here on what conditions He will send the Spirit. If we
love Him and keep His commandments :
"I will pray the Father." This is a
word of deep meaning, a searching worda word of greatly needed and blessed
teaching. The Holy Spirit is given us to
enable us to do the will of the Father.
The condition is reasonable and just, that
as far as we have kept the commandments through the Spirit, the Spirit will
be granted to us in fuller measure. As
we heartily accept this truth, and yield
ourselves willingly to the Spirit's guidance, we shall receive from day to day
the fulness of the Spirit. Let us say to
God that we accept the condition with
all our heart, and will strive to keep His
.34

commands, and ask for power to do His
commandments more perfectly.
Do not listen to the whispers of Satan,
or give way to unbelief and sloth. Surrender yourself unreservedly to the Lord,
who has said : " If ye love me, ye will
keep my commands." Love will enaQ.le
you to do it. The Lord Jesus does not
deceive us with a vain hope in this matter.
No, He gives the grac~, He gives His own
love in our hearts, teaching us to say :
" I delight to do Thy will." Let us trust
Him with childlike faith, and give ourselves wholly-that is all that is necessary
-to do His will. Then the beauty of the
divine agreement that He makes with us
will dawn upon us: "If ye keep My commandments ye shall abide in My love,"
and the Father will send the Holy Spirit
anew each day.
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EIGHTEENTH DAY.

Spiritual or

<Sarna!~

" And I, brethren, could not speak unto
you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,
even as unto babes in Christ."-r CoR. iii. r.
HE Apostle here uses three words
describing the spiritual condition
of a man. There is the natural man, in
his unconverted state-one who cannot
"receive the things of the Spirit of God"
(I Cor. ii. r 4). There is " the spiritual
man, who can discern spiritual things "
(r Cor. ii. 13, 14). And between the two
there is the carnal man, who is called " a
babe in Christ," and who lives in jealousy
and strife (I Cor. iii. 3).
It is important for us to .know whether
we are carnal Christians, giving way to
sin and the lusts of the flesh. With the
thought that things cannot be otherwise,
we are apt to be content to allow much
that is sinful and wrong in our lives.
God calls us, and the Spirit draws us to
be spiritual men and women-that is to
say, people who pray each day to be led
and guided each day into a truly spiritual
life.
When the Lord ] es us promised the
Spirit to His disciples, it was in the full
expectation that they would yield themselves wholly to the leading and power of
the Spirit. And it is in the same expectation that the Spirit will be granted anew
36
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each day, if we yield ourselves unreservedly to be sanctified in all our walk
and conversation. Oh, that our eyes
were open to see how right and how
blessed this is !
Many Christians pray for the Holy
Spirit, but always with a certain reservation, for they intend in many things s'till
to do their own will. Oh, Christian,
when you pray, entrust yourself fully tD
the guidance of the Holy Spirit for the
whole day. If there is true willingness on
your part, then the Holy Spirit will take
full possession of you, and will preserve
and sanctify your life. Do not serve
God half-heartedly. Pray for the enlightenment of the Spirit, that you may
see the possibility and the blessedness of
a life wholly surrendered to His service.
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NINETEENTH DAY.

ij;be Spirit of 'WltsMm.
" That the Father may give unto you a
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your
heart enlightened."-EPH. i. 17, 18.
N the Word of God we find a wonderful combination of the human
and the divine. The language is that of
a man. Any one who has a good understanding can grasp the meaning of . the
words, and the truths contained in them.
Yet this is all that man, in the power of
his human understanding, can do.
There is a divine side in which the holy
God expresses His deepest thoughts to us.
The carnal man cannot attain to them,
or comprehend them, for they must be
"spiritually discerned." Only through
the Holy Spirit can the Christian appropriate the divine truth contained in God's
\Vord. Paul prays earnestly that God
would grant the spirit of wisdom to his
readers, eyes that are enlightened through
the Holy Spirit to understand what is
written, and to know the exceeding
greatness of His power working in all who
believe.
Much of our religion is ineffectual,
because people accept the truths of God's
Word with the intellect, and strive to
put them into practice in their own
strength, but it is only the Holy Spirit
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that can really reveal divine truth to us.
A young student in a theological seminary
may accept the truths of God's Word as
head knowledge, while the Word has little
power in his heart to lead to a life of
joy and peace in the Lord Jesus. Paul
teaches us that when we read God's
Word, or meditate on it, we should pray:
" Father, grant me the spirit of wisdom and
revelation." As we do this each day we
shall find that God's Word is living and
powerful, and will work experience in
our hearts : God's commands will be
changed into promises. His commands
are not grievous, and the Holy Spirit
will teach us to do lovingly and joyfully all
that He has commanded.

D
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TWENTIETH DAY.

'lrbe Spitlt ot sanctiftcatton.
" Elect, through sanctification of the
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Christ."-! PET. i. 2.
N the Old Testament God was re-

I vealed as the Thrice Holy One. The
Spirit is mentioned more than a hundred
times, but only three times as the Holy
Spirit. But in the New Testament the
word Holy is ascribed to the Holy Spirit,
and Christ sanctified Himself for us, that
we might be holy. The great work of
the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ in us
as our Sanctification.
Has this truth ever taken hold of youat the Pentecostal prayer-meetings or in
your private devotions-that the great
object for which the Holy Spirit is given
is to sanctify you ? If you do not accept
this truth, then the Holy Spirit cannot
do His purifying work. If you only want
the Spirit to help you to be a little better,
and to pray a little more, you will not
get very far. But when you once understand that He has the name of Holy
Spirit in order definitely to impart God's
holiness, and will sanctify you wholly,
then you will begin to realise that the
Holy Spirit dwells in your heart.
And what will be the result? You
will feel that He must have you wholly.
He must rule and control the whole day.
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My whole life and conversation must be
in the Spirit. My prayer, my faith, my
fellowship with the Father, and all my
work in God's service, must be completely
under His sway. As the Spirit of holiness, He is the Spirit of my sanctification.
Dear brother, what I have just said
is deep, eternal truth. Even if we are
willing to accept this truth, and meditate
on it daily, it will be of no avail if we do
not wait upon God to grant us the Spirit
of heavenly wisdom, and a vision of what
God has intended for us in His wonderful
gift-the Spirit of sanctification. Each
morning say slowly and calmly : "Abba,
Father, for this new day renew within me
the gift of Thy Holy Spirit."

TWENTY-FIRST DAY.

1Ri\?ers of '.lLi\?ing irulater.
"He that believeth on Me, out of him
shall flow rivers of living water."JOHN vii. 38.
UR Lord, in His conversation with
the Samaritan woman, said :
"The water that I shall give him shall
be in him a well of water springing up
to eternal life." In our text the promise
is even greater : rivers of living waters
flowing from him, bringing life and blessing to others. John says further that
this refers to the Holy Ghost, who should
come when Christ had been glorified, for
the Holy Spirit was not yet poured out.
The Spirit of God was mentioned in the
Old Testament, but the Holy Spirit had
not yet been given. Christ must first
be offered through the eternal Spirit (on
the cross) (Heb. ix. 14), and raised from
the dead by the spirit of holiness
(Rom. i. 4), and receive from the Father
power to send forth the Holy Ghost.
Then only would the Christian be able
to say : Now the Holy Spirit of Christ is
in me.
What do we need in order to experience
these two wonderful promises of the well
of water and the rivers of living water ?
Just one thing-the inner attachment to
Christ, and the unreserved surrender to
fellowship with Him, and the firm assur42
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ance that His Spirit will work in us what
we cannot do. In one word : He that
believeth on Me. We need a faith that
rejoices in the divine might and love,
and depends on Him day by day to
grant us grace that living water may flow
forth from us.
If the water from a reservoir is to fl.ow
into a house all day, one thing is necessary,
-the connection must be perfect, then
the water passes through the pipe of its
own accord. So the union between you
and Christ must be uninterrupted ; your
faith must accept Christ and depend on
Him to sustain the new life.
Let your faith rejoice that J es us Christ
gives us the Holy Spirit, and may you
have the assurance that the Holy Spirit
is within you as a fountain of blessing.
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TWENTY-SECOND DAY.
3-0};

tn Gol:l.

"For the kingdom of God is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost."
-RoM. xiv. r7.
" Now the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace in believing, . . . through the
power of the Holy Ghost."-RoM. xv. r3.
CHRISTIAN

man

said to

me,

A shortly after his conversion : " I
always thought that if I became religious
it would be impossible for me to do my
worldly business. The two things seemed
so contrary. I seemed to be a man
trying to dig a vineyard with a bag of
sand on his shoulders. But when I
found the Lord, I was so filled with joy
that I could do my work cheerfully from
morning till night. The bag of sand was
gone ; the joy of the Lord was my
strength for all my work."
~
Truly a significant lesson. Many
Christians do not understand that the
joy of the Lord will keep them and fit
them for their work. Even slaves, when
filled with the love of Christ, could testify
to the happiness that He gave.
Read the two texts at the heading of
this chapter, and see how the kingdom
of God is pure joy and peace through the
Holy Spirit, and how God will "fill us
with all joy and peace in believing,"
"through the power of the Holy Ghost."
-44

Then try to realise that the Holy Spirit
will give this joy and peace of Christ in
our hearts. To many the thought of the
Holy Spirit is a matter of grief and selfreproach, of desire and disappointment,
of something too high and holy for them.
What a foolish thought, that the great
gift of the Father, meant to keep us i~
the joy and peace of Christ, should be a
matter of self-reproach and care I
Remember Galatians v . 22, and listen
attentively to the voice of the Spirit each
day as He points to Jesus Christ, who
offers you this wonderful fruit : " My
Love, My Joy, My Peace." "On whom,
though now ye see Him not, yet believing,
ye rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable
and full of glory" (r Pet. i. 8). Pray in
all humility to the Holy Spirit, believing
firmly that He will lead you into the joy
of the Lord.
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TWENTY-THIRD DAY.

:an

tbe IDa}2-J5\?er}2 IDa}2.

"Every day will I bless Thee."-Ps.
cxlv. 2.
is a step forward in the Christian
when one definitely decides to
IseekT life
to have fellowship with God in His
Word each day without fail. His perseverance will be crowned with success,
if he is really in earnest. His experience
may be somewhat as follows:
On waking in the morning, God will be
his first thought. He must set apart a
time for prayer, and resolve to give God
time to hear his requests, and to reveal
Himself to him. Then he may speak out
all his desires to God, and expect an
answer.
Later on in the day, even if only for a
few minutes, he will take time to keep up
the fellowship with God. And again in
the evening, a quiet period is necessary
to review the day's work, and with confession of sin receive the assurance of
forgiveness, and dedicate himself afresh
to God and His service.
Such an one will gradually get an insight into what is lacking in his life, and
will be ready to say: Not only "every
day" but " all the day." He will realise
that the Holy Spirit is in him unceasingly,
just as his breathing is continuous. In
the inner chamber he will make it his
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aim to gain the assurance through faith
that the Holy Spirit, and the Lord Jesus,
and the Father Himself will grant His
presence and help all through the day.
All the day I Christian, the Holy
Spirit says : "To-day." " Behold, now is
the accepted time I " A man who had
undergone a serious operation, asked his
doctor, " How long will I have to lie
here ? " And the answer came : " Only
a day at a time." And that is the law of
the Christian life. God gave · the manna
daily, the morning and evening sacrifice
on the altar-by these God showed that
his children should live by the day. Seek
this day to trust to the leading of the
Holy Spirit the whole day. You need
not care for the morrow, but rest in the
assurance that He who has led you to-day,
will draw still nearer to-morrow.
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TWENTY-FOURTH DAY.

ttbe Spirit

an~

tbe c.tross.

" The blood of Christ, who through the
Eternal Spirit offered Himself without
blemish unto God, shall cleanse your
conscience to serve the living God."-HEB.
ix. I4.
HE connection between the cross
and the Spirit is inconceivably
close and full of meaning. The Spirit
brought Christ to the cross and enabled
him to die there. The cross was to
Christ and to the Spirit the culminating
point of their desire on earth. The cross
gave Christ the right to pray down the
Holy Spirit on earth, because He had there
made reconciliation for sin. The cross
gave Christ the right and the power to
grant us the power of the Spirit, because
on it He freed us from the power of sin.
To put it briefly: Christ could not
have attained to the heavenly life, or have
poured out the Holy Spirit, if he had not
first died to sin, to the world, and to His
own life. He died to sin that He might
live to God. And that is the way the
Holy Spirit brings the cross into our
hearts. It is only as those who have
been crucified with Christ that we can
receive the full power of the Spirit. It is
because we do not realise how necessary
it is to die to all earthly things, that the
Spirit cannot gain full possession of us.

T
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How is it so few Christians understand
or experience that the fellowship of the
Spirit is a fellowship of the cross ? Simply
because they do not feel the need of praying for the Spirit of wisdom to give them
a deep, spiritual insight into the oneness
of the Spirit and the Cross. They try
to use their human understanding, but
there is too little waiting upon God to
teach them divine truths through the
Spirit.
My brother, begin to-day to ask God
to grant you a sight of how the Spirit
will take you to the cross of Christ, in
fellowship with Him, to die to the world
and to sin, so that all things may become
new, and you will actually live and walk
and work and pray in the Spirit, to the
glory of God.

.
TWENTY-FIFTH DAY.
~be

Spirit anb tbe :fSloob.

" There are three who bear witness, the
.Spirit, and the water, and the blood : and
these three agree in one." -r JOHN v. 8.
HE water is external, a sign of the
renewing and purifying through
regeneration used in baptism. The Spirit
and the Blood are two spiritual expressions, working together in regeneration :
the blood for the forgiveness of sins, the
Spirit for the renewal of the whole nature.
All through life the Spirit and the blood
must agree.
The oneness is spiritual and true.
Through the blood we obtain the Spirit,
as through the blood we are redeemed
and purified unto it to receive the Spirit.
Only through the blood can we with
confidence pray for and receive the Spirit.
0 Christian, would you have boldness
each day to trust to the guidance of the
Spirit, then let your faith in the precious
blood be sure and strong.
There may be some sin in your life of
which you are hardly conscious, but
which grieves the Spirit and drives Him
away. The only way to avoid this is to
believe that " the blood of Jes us Christ
cleanses from all sin." Your only right
to approach God is through the blood of
the Lamb. Come with every sin, known
or unknown, and plead the blood of
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Christ as your only claim on the love
that accepts and forgives.
Nevertheless, do not rest content with
the forgiveness of sins, but accept the
fulness of the Spirit, to which the blood
gives you access. In the Old Testament
the priest went into the Holy Place with
the blood, and the High Priest into the
Holiest of All. With the blood Christ
entered the heavenly sanctuary and
poured out thence the Holy Spirit. Do
not for a moment doubt that you have
a right through the blood to the fulness
of the Spirit.
As one who has been redeemed by the
blood of Christ, make a complete surrender of yourself to God as His purchased
possession, a vessel ready for Him to
use, a dwelling-place of the Holy Spirit.
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TWENTY-SIXTH DAY.

ttbe Spirit ht JPreacber

an~

'!bearer.

" Our Gospel came unto you . . . in
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance . . . . Having received the Word
. . . with joy of the Holy Ghost."I TRESS. i. 5, 6.
(See also I CoR. ii. ·h 5.)
A UL more than once reminds his
converts that the chief characteristic of his preaching was the power-the
s1tpernatitral power of the Holy Ghost.
The Holy Spirit was so. imparted to his
hearers that they received the word " with
joy of the Holy.Ghost."
This is one of the most important
lessons in the spiritual life. We, as
hearers, are so accustomed to listen attentively to the sermon to see what it has to
teach us, that we are apt to forget that
the blessing of our church-going depends
on two things. First, the prayer for the
preacher that he may speak " in the
demonstration of the Spirit and of power,"
and then the prayer for the congregation
and for ourselves, that we may receive
the word, not from man, but as it is in
truth, God's Word, "which effectually
worketh in you that believe" (r Thess.
ii. 13) . How often there is no manifestation of the Spirit, when both the speaking
and the hearing are mainly the work
of human understanding or feeling. So
often there is no power that raises the
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soul with spiritual insight into the life of
faith that God has provided for His
children.
How earnestly we should pray that
God may reveal to us all, both minister
and people, " the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation," that we may discover what
the place really is that the Holy Spirit
should have in our lives, and what 'the
perfect work is that He will do within
us I God help us to learn this prayer!
Then we shall understand what Christ
meant when He said : " Go not, preach not
-but wait for the promise of the Father,
and ye shall receive the power of the
Spirit, and ye shall be My witnesses unto
the uttermost part of the earth " (Acts
i. 4, 8) .
Pray earnestly that God may teach us
to pray down the power of the Holy
Spirit upon ministers and missionaries
and their congregations, that the preaching may be in the manifestation of the
Spirit and of power, for the conversion
and sanctification of souls.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY.

ij;be jfull Gospel.
" Then Peter said : Repent, . . . for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost."-AcTS ii. 38.
HEN John the Baptist preached,
" Repent, for the kingdom of
W
heaven is at hand," he also said : "He
that cometh after me shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghost and with fire."
When Christ preached the Gospel of the
Kingdom, He said : ",There are some
standing here, who shall not see death
till the kingdom of God has come in
power." This is what happened at the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Peter
preached, on the Day of Pentecost, the
full Gospel of repentance and forgiveness
of sins, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
This is indispensable in preaching the
Gospel, for then only is it possible for a
Christian to live in the will of God and
to please Him in all things. The kingdom
of God is righteousness (in Christ), and
joy (in God) through the Holy Spirit. The
continuous joy of which Christ speaks :
"My joy," can only be obtained through
the power of the Holy Ghost.
How often only half the Gospel is
preached-conversion and forgiveness of
sins, and souls are led no further into the
truth-the knowledge and appropriation
of the life of the Spirit within us is not
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mentioned. No wonder that so many
Christians fail to understand that they
must depend each day on the Spirit for
the joy which will be their strength.
Dear Christian, accept this truth for
yourself, as well as for those amongst
whom you labour-that the daily enjoyment of the leading of God's Spirit is "indispensable for a joyous life of faith. If
you feel that there has been a lack in
your spiritual life, then begin at once to
pray the Father to grant you the gift of
the Holy Spirit anew each day. Then
trust yourself to His leading and guidance
all the day. Let the remembrance of the
text (Gal. v. 22) give you courage for all
that the Holy Spirit will do for you.
Regard your heart constantly as a garden
of the Lord in which the Holy Spirit will
bear abundant fruit to the glory of God.
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TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY.

\tbe .mtntstr12 of tbe Spirit.
" Ye ai•e an epistle of Christ, minis tend
by us, written wi:tli the Spirit of the living

God, in fleshly tables of the heart."--2 CoR.
iii. 3.

HE Corinthians' Church was a" letter
of recommendation" for Paul, showing how much he had done for them.
Although he claimed nothing for himself,
God had enabled him as a " minister of
the Spirit," to write in their hearts" with
the Spirit of the living God." He hirnsel'f declared : " Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as
of ourselves: but our sufficiency is from
God ; who also made us sufficient as
ministers of a new covenant.·:
What a wonderful presentation of the
work of a minister for his people ! A
preacher prepared to be :i minister of the
Spirit, with power to write in the hearts
of his people the name and the love of
Christ. ::-<o wonder that when (vers.
7-II}, speaking of the glory that was upon
the face of Moses when he communed
with God, Paul says, " the ministration
of the Spirit is more glorious by reason
of the glory that excelleth." He then
(ver. 18) speaks of how "we all, with
open face reflecting as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are transformed
into the same image from glory to
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glory, even as from the Lord, the
Spirit."
Oh, that God would restore the
ministry of the Gospel to its original
power ! Oh, that all ministers and
church-members would unite in the
prayer that God, by the mighty working
of His Spirit, would give the ministry of
t he Spirit its right place, and t each the
people to believe that when Christ is
preached to them, they are beholding as
in a glass the glory of the Lord, and may
be changed into the same image by the
Spirit of the Lord!
What a call that is for us to persevere
in the prayer that the Holy Spirit may
again have His rightful place in the
ministry of the \Vorel, so that the exceeding and abundant glory of this ministry
may be manifested.
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TWENTY-NINTH :DAY.

U:be Spirit from 'lbeaven.
" Them that preached the gospel unto
you by,, the Holy. Ghost sent down from
heaven . - r PET. i. 12.
HRIST has taught us to think of

God as our own Father in heaven,
C
who is ready to bestow His blessings on

His children on earth. Our Lord Himself
was taken up into the glory of heaven,
and we are told that we are seated with
Him in the heavenly places in Christ.
The Holy Spirit comes to us from heaven
to pour into our hearts all the light, and
the love, and the joy, and the power of
heaven.
Those who are truly filled with the
Spirit have a heavenly life in themselves. Their walk and conversation are
in heaven. They are in daily fellowship
with the Father and with the Son. They
seek the things that are above, for their
life is hid with Christ in God. Their
chief characteristic is heavenly-mindedness. They carry about with them the
marks of their eternal, heavenly destiny.
How can one cultivate this heavenly
disposition? By allowing the Holy
Spirit, sent from heaven, to do His
heavenly work in our hearts, and to bring
to ripeness in our souls the fruits of the
Spirit which grow in the Paradise of
God. The Spirit will raise our hearts
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daily to fellowship with God in heaven,
and will teach us to dwell in the heaven·
lies with Him. The Spirit makes the
gloriE.ed Christ in heaven present in our
hearts, and teaches us to dwell in His
abiding presence.
0 Christian, take time each day to
receive from the Father the continual
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Let Him
overcome the world for you, and strengthen
you as a child · of heaven to walk daily
with your God and with the Lord Jes us.
Do not be unbelieving. The Holy Spirit
will do His part, if you in faith surrender
yourself to His control. You will learn
to speak to others with such heavenly
joy that you will draw them too to give
themselves to the leading of the Spirit,
and to walk in the heavenly joy of
Christ's love.
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THIRTIETH DAY.·

U:be Spirit anti Jl)rn)!er.
" Verily, vei·ily, I say unto you, If r e
shall ask anything of the Father, in My
Name , He will give it you."- JOHN xvi .
23.
our Lord's farewell discourse
xiii. 17) He presented the
Iin Nthe(John
dispensation of the Spirit in all its
life

power and attractiveness. One of the
most glorious results of the day when the
Holy Ghost should come, would be : the
new power that man should have to pray
down from heaven the power of God to
bless the world. Seven times we have
the promise repeated : " Whatsoever ye
shall desire in My Name, that will I do
(John xiv. 13, 14; xv. 7, 16; xvi. 23,
24, 26). Read these passages over, that
you may come to understand fully how
urgently and earnestly our Lord repeated
the promise.
In the power of the perfect salvation
that Christ accomplished, in the power
of His glory with the Father, in the power
of the outpouring of the third Person of
the Godhead- the Holy Spirit-to dwell
in the hearts of His servants, they would
have the unspeakable freedom to ask
what they desired of the fulness of the
will of God, and it should be done.
Everything was included in these few
words: " What ye desire, that will I do."
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During the ten days before Pentecost,
the disciples put this to the proof. In
response to their continuous united
prayer, the heavens were opened, and the
Spirit of God descended to earth to dwell
in their hearts, filling them with His lifepower. They received the power of the
Spirit that they might impart it to
thousands. That power is still the pledge
for all time of what God will do. If God's
children will agree with one accord to
wait for the promise of the Father each
day, there is no limit to what God will
do for them.
0 Christian, remember that you are
living in the dispensation of the Spirit.
That means that the Holy Spirit will
dwell in you with heavenly po,Yer, enabling you to testify for Him. But it
also means that you may unite with God's
children to ask in prayer greater and
more wonderful things than the heart
has conceived.
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THIRTY-FIRST DAY.

'l!Ulitb ®ne :.accor{) tn JPra}?er.
" These all with one accord continued
stedfastly in prayer."-AcTs i. 14.
"And when the Day of Pentecost was
now come, . . . they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit."-Acrs ii. r, 4.
U R Lord gave the command to His
disciples : " Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every
creature," and He added the promise:
"Lo, I am with you always." We may
be fully assured that this command and
this promise were not meant alone for
the disciples, but also for us, their followers.
Just before His Ascension, Christ gave
His very last command, also with a
promise attached to it. The command
was: "Go not, preach not,-wait for
the promise of the Father." And the
promise was: "Ye shaU receive power
after tr.at the Holy Ghost is come upon
you ; and ye shall be witnesses to Me,
unto the uttermost parts of the earth."
This very last command and promise are
also meant for us. As irrevocable as the
command : " Preach the Gospel," with
its accompanying promise, is this last
command of all, to wait for the promise
of the F ather-" Ye shall receive the
power of the Holy Ghost."
For ten days the disciples pled that
promise with one accord, and their
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prayer was wonderfully answered. Alas,
that the Church of our day has tried to
carry out the first command, " Preach
the Gospel," but has too often forgotten
the second, "Wait for the promise of
the Father." The call comes to each
believer to pray daily with one accord for
this great gift of the Holy Spirit. Many
Christians who pray for themselves and
their own work, forget to pray for the
Church of Christ. The power of the first
disciples lay in the fact that they as One
Body were prepared to forget themselves
and to pray for the Holy Spirit over all
mankind.
0 Christian, whatever you may have
learned from reading this little book,
learn one more lesson. Daily prayer in
fellowship with God's children is indispensable, and it is a sacred duty if the
Spirit is again to come in power. Let
not your knowledge of the working of
God's Holy Spirit be limited to yourself
a.lone, nor even to your- Church, but in
a world-embracing love of Christ, for all
God's children, and His Kingdom over
the whole world, pray for power.

MOR G AN AND SCOTT LTD .,
I2 1 PATERNOSTER BUTLD1NGS 1

LONDON, E.G.

4•

