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    There are some Daily 

Devotion (Quiet Time) books 

in US based upon “Pocket 

Companion series” by 

Andrew Murray. However, 

there are articles which are 

totally different from those in 

the first English version of 

“Pocket Companion series” 

about 100 years ago.  This is 

one of motivation to make the 

original English version 

freely available to everyone. 
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   The English version of 

“Pocket Companion series” 

started when Andrew 

Murray was in his old age. 

The series include 12 

booklets, and there are 31 

short essays each. For Daily 

Devotion, there is basically 

one short essay each day. The 

booklet “The secret of 

bortherly love” is one of the 

series, which is published in 

1924 after Andrew Murray 

died in 1917. 
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INTRODUCTION 

T HE subject of ' Love, with which 
this little book deals, is one of the 

most difficult and profound of themes. 
It is no easy task to ascend to heaven, 
and to behold the heavenly glory as an 
ocean of holy, all-embracing love I And 
then to return to earth, and to see, 
how among men, insteaq of brotherliness, 
hatred, with all its sad results, has char
acterized the history of mankind ; until 
it reached its climax in the rejection and 
crucifixion of the Eternal Love embodied 
in the person of the Lord J estts Christ. 
Think of the state of the world at present, 
and then realize the power that the Evil 
One has to divide even God's children 
from each other in bitterest enmity. What 
a task to reconcile the everlasting Father
love and the sad strife amongst brethren, 
and to try to recommend this love, and to 
find an entrance for it in men's hearts I 
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And how shall we, above all, persuade 
God's children to believe that this life 
in the love of • God, and in love to the 
brethren, is not only possible, but a plain 
duty, and worth the sacrifice of all to 
possess and to proclaim it? 

At times I have felt as though I must 
give up writing this little book. People 
will not believe that it is possible, tM·ough 
God's Holy Spirit, to be so filled with the 
love of God, and of the Lord Christ, that 
love, as streams of living water, shall flow 
forth from them. They will not believe 
that God's Word speaks 'the absolute truth 
when it says : " The love of Christ 
constraineth us" ; " We are more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us " ; 
" Nothing can separate us from the love 
of God which is in Christ Jesus." 

And yet I felt compelled to write ; for 
the Word of God is quick and powerful, 
and it abideth for ever. I came to see, 
as never before, how inseparably faith in 
Christ a.nd love to the brethren are bound 
together. New light was shed on the 
text: " This is His commandment, that 
we should believe in the Name of His Son, 
] esus Christ, and love one another, even 
as He gave us commandment." 

But chiefly I have gained fresh insight 
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into the reason of such a lack of love to God, 
and of love to the brethren, and to all man
k.ind. Many a Christian wearies himself 
in the attempt to love always, for he so 
often fails. The reason is simply that 
we have no power in ourselves to love God, 
or our brethren, or our enemies, "because 
the mind of the flesh is enmity against 
God ; for it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be." The old 
nature-or old man-loves to do its own 
will, and to gratify its sinful desires . To 
love the great and holy God, to love Christ, 
Who first loved us, to love our brethren 
and our enemies, is impossible to the 
carnal mind. Such love is not in our
selves. We can only receive it from above, 
when we cast ourselves down before God 
with a sense of our own impotence and 
unworthiness, that He may fill us. 

When a Christian begins to understand 
that the love wherewith God and Christ 
love him, should be in him, not merely a 
pleasant experience, but a divine life
power, abiding in him, he will have the 
assurance that the Spirit of God Himself 
wills to effect in him that love to the Father, 
to the Son, to the brethren, and to all the 
world. And as he believes this, and 
surrenders himself fully to the Holy Spirit, 
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he will find that he can and will love all 
men. 

Since this., truth has taken possession 
of me anew, I feel that I must pass it on 
to others. "The love of God," with which 
we may love Him and our fellow-men, 
" is shed abroad in our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit." The fruit of the Spirit 
is Love, which includes all the long
sujfering, and kindness, and goodness, 
and patience, needed in our inte1•course 
with our fellow-men. 

Because I fully believe this, I invite 
my readers to adore the love of God with 
me, and the miracles of grace it can work 
in human hearts; filling them with divine 
love. 

Let us worship God, and wait upon Him, 
to shed abroad this love in our hearts, so 
that streams of blessing may flow from 
us to a needy world. With sincere love, 
your servant in the Lord, 

ANDREW MURRAY. 
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FIRST DAY. 

'.lLo\?e ano jfattb. 

"This is His commandment, that we 
should believe in the name of His Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, even 
as He gave us commandment."-! JOHN 
iii. 23. 

A T a Conference at Graaff Reinet, 
the closing service was held on 

Sunday night. At the afternoon meet
ing we decided to take, as subject, the 
five great lessons to be learnt from the 
parable of the Vine and Branches in 
John xv. The subject of brotherly love 
fell to the lot of a certain minister. But 
he demurred, saying : " I cannot speak 
on that subject, and I have never yet 
preached on it." In explanation he said : 
"You know that I studied in Holland, 
and when there the subject of love was 
left to the liberal section. They did not 
believe in God's stem justice, nor in the 
redemption through Christ. God was 
love ; that was enough. The orthodox 
party were not allowed to suggest that 
their opponents should be put out of the 
Church. No, all should be borne in love! 
And so it came to pass that the orthodox 
party were strong in preaching faith, 
but left the preaching of love to the 
liberal section." 

The Church must learn not only to 
preach the love of God in redemption ; 
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it must go further, and teach Christians 
to show that the love of Christ is in their 
hearts, by love shown to the brethren. 
Our Lord called this a new command
ment : a badge by which the world 
-'hould recognize His disciples ! 

There is great need for this preaching 
of love. God sometimes allows bitter
ness to arise between Christians that 
they may view the terrible power of sin 
in their hearts, and shrink back at the 
sight. How greatly a minister and his 
people should feel the · importance of 
Christ's command: "Love one another." 
A life of great holiness will result, if we 
really but love each other as Christ 
loves us. 

May the reading of this booklet help 
us to understand the two manifestations 
of love : the wonderful love of God in 
Christ to us, and the wonderful love in 
us, through the Holy Spirit, to Him and 
to our brethren. 
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SECOND DAY. 

jfaitb an~ '.ILQ\?e. 
" And the gmce of our Lord abounded ex

ceedingly with faith and love."-r TIM. i. 14. " r our work ?f faith and labour oJ
love . -I TRESS. 1. 3. 

"The breastplate of faith and love."
I TRESS. v. 8. 

" Your faith groweth exceedingly, and 
the love of each of you all toward one 
another aboundeth."-2 TRESS. i. 3. 

T HESE expressions of the Apostle 
Paul show us the true connection 

between faith and love in the life of the 
Christian. Faith always comes first; it 
roots itself deeply in the love of God, 
and bears fruit in love to the brethren . 
As in nature the root and the fruit are 
inseparable, so is it with faith and love 
in the realm of grace. 

Too often the two are separated. On 
the Day of Pentecost they were one. 
There was a powerful faith towards the 
Lord Jesus, with a fervent love to the 
brethren . The sum of the preaching on 
that day was: Believe in the Name of 
Jesus Christ, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. And the natural 
result followed : " And all that believed 
were together, and had all things 
common." "And the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul." 

4 



Alas, that this should not have been 
wholly the case at the Reformation. A 
powerful reformation took place in 
regard to the doctrine of faith, but at 
the same time what a lack of love there 
was between the preachers and the 
leaders in that faith I So the world was 
not taught the lesson that God's love 
was all-powerful to sanctify the whole 
life of man! 

Let this thought sink deep into our 
hearts : " The grace of our Lord abounded 
exceedingly with faith and love." As 
we cultivate faith in God's love, our 
hearts will be filled with love to the 
brethren. The genuineness of our faith 
in the love of God must be shown by love 
in our daily lives at home. 

May God help us from day to day by 
faith to be rooted in this love, that we 
may at all times be living examples of 
its truth and power, and so become a 
blessing to others. 
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THIRD DAY. 

~be '.lLo\?e of a;o~. 
" God is love, and he that dwelleth in 

love dwelleth in God, and God in him."
I JOHN iv. I6. 

M A Y God through His Holy Spirit 
grant us grace rightly to adore 

this unfathomable mystery. 
Jesus said: "None is good save one, 

even God." The glory of God in heaven 
is that He has a Will to all that is good. 
That includes the two meanings of the 
word : good, all that is right and perfect : 
good, all that makes happy. 

The God Who wills nothing but good 
is a God of love. He does not seek Jiis 
own : He does not live for Himself ; 
but pours out His love on all living 
creatures. All created things share in 
this love, to the end that they may be 
satisfied with that which is good. 

The characteristic of Love is that she 
" seeketh not her own:" She finds her 
happiness in giving to others; she 
sacrifices herself wholly for others. Even 
so God offered Himself to mankind in 
the Person of His Son, and the Son 
offered Himself upon the cross to bring 
that love to men, and to win their hearts. 
The everlasting love with which the 
Father loved the Son is the same love 
with which the Son has loved us. This 
self-same love of God, Christ has 
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poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit, so that our whole life may 
be permeated with its vital power. 

The love of God to His Son, the love 
of the Son to us, the love with which we 
love the Son,. the love with which we, in 
obedience to His command, love the 
brethren, and try to love all men and 
win them for Christ- all is the same 
eternal, incomprehensibl~. almighty love 
of God. Love is the power of the God
head, in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
This love is the possession of all who are 
members of the body of Christ, and 
streams forth from them to take the 
whole world within its compass. 

Unsearchable, adorable wonder of love! 
" He that abideth in love, abideth in 
God, and God in him." 0 my soul, 
meditate on this wondrous love, and 
adore the great God of Love ! 
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FOURTH DAY. 

\tbe '.!Lo\?e ot <tbrtst. 

"The love of Christ constraineth us."-
2 COR. v. 14. 

GOD sent His Son into the world 
to make known His everlasting 

love, even as it was known in heaven. 
God's existence there is in the glory of 
that love ; all His angels are as tongues 
of fire overflowing with praise and 
worship through the power of the love 
that fills them. God's desire is that on 
this sinful earth, likewise, His love should 
take possession of the hearts of men. 

And how was this accomplished ? 
By sending Christ, the Son of His love, 
to earth to reveal as Man the love of the 
Father, and win our hearts to Himself. 
The Lord Jesus became man and made 
Himself of no reputation. In His deal
ings with the poor and needy, and those 
who were unbelieving and rebellious, and 
through His miracles, He poured out 
His love into the hearts of sinful men. 

With the same purpose our Lord 
chose the disciples to be always with 
Him, and to be filled with His love. 
With this purpose He gave on the cross 
the greatest proof of love that the world 
has ever seen. He took our sins upon 
Hirn ; He bore the suffering, and the 
scorn of His enemies, that friend and foe 
alike might know God's eternal love. 
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And then, after He had ascended to 
heaven, He gave the Holy Spirit, to 
shed abroad this love in our hearts. 
The disciples, impelled by the love of 
Christ, in turn offered their lives to make 
it known to others. 

0 Christians, think this over : God 
longs to have our hearts wholly filled 
with His love. Then He will be able to 
use us as channels for this love to flow 
out to our fellow-men . Let us say with 
the Apostle Paul : "The love of Christ 
constraineth me" (Dutch Version
' urges'). I can be satisfied with nothing 
less, I will sacrifice everything to secure 
a place for this great love in the hearts 
of the children of men. 
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FIFTH DAY. 

'<tbe '.lLo\?e of tbe Spirit. 

" The love of God hath been shed abro(Jd 
in our hearts thl'ough the Holy Ghost, 
which was given unto us."-RoM. v. 5. 

H OW many a Christian must confess 
all his life long that he knows 

very little of a fervent, childlike love to 
his Heavenly Father ! He realizes, to_o, 
that he cannot keep Christ's second 
great commandment, to love his neigh
bour as himself. The thought of this 
lack of a joyful love to the Lord Jesus, 
or of a continual love to the brethren, 
is so great a source of shame and sorrow. 

What is the cause of this failure ? 
Has the Heavenly Father made no pro
vision for His children on earth, enabling 
them to prove their love to Him and 
to each other ? Certainly He has. But 
God's children have not learnt the lesson, 
that there must be a constant renewal of 
faith in what God is able to do. One 
tries to stir up love towards God in 
one's heart, yet is conscious all the time 
that in one's own strength one cannot 
awaken the slightest love to God. 0 
Christian, believe that the love of 
God will work in your heart as a 
vital power, to enable you to love 
God and to love the brethren. 
Cease to expect the least love in yourself. 
Believe in the power of God's love, 
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resting on you, and abiding in you ; 
teaching you to love God, and the 
brethren, with His own love. 

Learn the lesson of our text : '' The 
love of God hath been shed abroad in 
our hearts, through the Holy Ghost." 
The Spirit will enable us to love God, and 
our brethren, and even our enemies. 
Be assured of two things. First, that 
in your own strength you cannot love 
God, or the brethren. And, second, 
that the Holy Spirit is within you every 
day and every hour, seeking to fill you 
with the Spirit of love. Each morning, 
as you commit yourself into the keeping 
of the Holy Spirit for the day, let this 
prayer arise : Grant me the assurance 
that Thou wilt pour forth the love of 
Christ into my own heart, and then let 
it stream forth to all around me ! 
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SIXTH DAY. 

trbe !Power of '.lLo\?e. 
" We are more than conquerors through 

Him that loved us."-RoM. viii. 37. 

I N days of unrest and strong racial 
feeling, we need above all a new 

discovery, and living experience, of the 
love of God. Let us anchor our hope 
in the thought, "God is Love." God's 
power, by which He rules and guides 
the world, is the power of an undying, 
persistent love. He works through the 
hearts, and spirits, and wills of men and 
women, wholly yielded to Him and His 
service ; and He waits for them to open 
their hearts to Him in love, and then, full 
of courage, to become witnesses for Him. 

When this has been achieved, Christ's 
kingdom is manifested, and His reign 
of love on earth begun. Christ died 
in order to establish this kingdom. The 
only means He used to gain influence was 
through the manifestation of a great 
serving, suffering Love. He saw the 
possibility of redemption in the hearts 
of even the worst of men. He knew that 
men's hearts could never resist the steady, 
continuous influence of love ; and that 
unbounded faith in God's love would be 
our strength and stay. It was in the 
fire and the fervour of that love that the 
disciples were able to expect, and to do, 
the impossible. 
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The spirit of hatred and bitterness 
can never be overcome by argument, 
or by reproaches. Some .think things 
can never be different, but if we really 
believe in the omnipotence of God's 

·1ove, we may not distrust His power. 
God's children must learn to accept His 
love, not only for themselves individually, 
but for the life of others. Gradually 
better feelings will prevail, if believers 
will yield themselves unreservedly, for 
God to work through them. Our faith 
in Love, as the greatest power in the 
world, should prepare us for a life in 
communion with God in prayer, and for 
a life of unselfish service amongst our 
fellow-men. Let each Christian examine 
his life, and pray for grace, as a servant 
of that all-powerful Love, to live for 
those around him. 



SEVENTH DAY. 

\tbe Sign of a \true ctburcb. 

" By this shall all men know that ye are 
My disciples, if ye have love one to another." 
- JOHN xiii. 35. 

W E are taught in most of our creeds 
that the true Church is to be 

found where God's Word is rightly 
preached, and the holy sacraments dis
pensed, as instituted by Christ. Christ 
Himself took a much broader view. Not 
merely what the Church teaches through 
her ministers, was, to Him, the distin
guishing mark of His followers, but a life 
lived in love to the brethren. 

It is most important that we should 
understand this. In God, love reaches 
its highest point, and is the culmination 
of His glory. In the man Christ Jesus 
on the cross love is at its highest. We 
owe everything to this love. Love is the 
power that moved Christ to die for us. 
In love, God highly exalted Him as Lord 
and Christ. Love is the power that 
broke our hearts, and love is the power 
that heals them. Love is the power 
through which Christ dwells in us, and 
works in us. Love can change my whole 
nature, and enable me to surrender all 
to God. It gives me strength to live a 
holy, joyous life, full of blessing to others. 
Every Christian should show forth, as 
in a mirror, the love of God. 
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Alas, how seldom do Christians realize 
this ! They seek, in the power of human 
love, to love Christ and the brethren. 
And then they fail. They are sure it is 
impossible to lead such a life, and they 
do not even greatly desire it, or pray for 
it. They do not understand that we 
may and can love, with God's own Jove, 
which is poured forth unto our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit. 

Oh, that this great truth might possess 
us : the Jove of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit. If we 
fully believe that the Holy Spirit, dwell
ing within us, will maintain this heavenly 
love from hour to hour, we shall be able 
to understand the word of Christ : " All 
things are possible to him that be
lieveth," and to love God and Christ with 
all our hearts ; and, what is even harder, 
to love our brethren, and even our 
enemies, while love flows from us as a 
stream of hying water, "through the Holy 
Spirit." 
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EIGHTH DAY. 

1Race==1batre~. 

"For we also were sometimes foolish, 
living in malice and envy, hateful, and 
hating one another."-TrT. iii. 3. 

W HAT a dark picture of the state 
of human nature and of human 

society ! Whence comes such a sad con
dition of things, worse even than we see 
among animals ? The answer is : " From 
Adam's Fall." Just think how Cain, the 
first child born on earth, born of man 
whom God had created, shed the blood 
of his brother Abel. Yes, the first child 
born on earth was the murderer of his 
own brother, and came under the power 
of the devil, who " was a murderer from 
the beginning." " God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great on the 
earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil con
tinually." No wonder that He destroyed 
mankind by a flood. Yet soon after the 
flood there were signs that man was still 
under the power of sin. 

No wonder that man's love of his own 
people, implanted in his heart by nature, 
soon changed to hatred of other peoples. 
Love of country became the fruitful 
source of race-hatred, war, and bloodshed. 
Note how, here in South Africa, God has 
placed the two races side by side, as in 
a school, to see if our Christianity will 
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enable us to overcome race-hatred, and 
in the power of Christ's love, prove 
that " in the new creature there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, barbarian nor Scythian, 
bond nor free, but are all one in Christ 
Jesus." 

What an opening there is for the Church 
of Christ and her ministers to preach and 
proclaim the love of God, and to prove 
its might to change race-hatred into 
brotherly love ! God has abundant power 
to bring this to pass. 

What a call to every Christian to pray 
for himself and his brethren, that we 
may not make the Word of God of none 
effect by our unbelief ! 

0 God, make known to us Thy love 
in heavenly power, and let it take full 
possession of our lives ! 
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NINTH DAY. 

"'.lLo"e 12our Enemies." ".me no' 
lo"e 3-tngo." 

" Ye have heard that it hath been said : 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour and hate 
thine enemy."-MATT. v. 43. 

I T was the Jewish Rabbis in Christ's 
earthly day who said this. They 

deemed they had a right to say it because 
of what was written in Lev. xix. 17, 18: 
" Thou shalt not hate thy brother in 
thine heart ; thou shalt not bear any 
grudge against the children of thy 
people ; but thou shalt love thy neigh
bour as thyself." From this they argued 
that it was only the children of their 
own people whom they might not hate ; 
it was all right to hate their enemies. 
But our Lord said : " Love your enemies : 
bless them that curse you." · 

How often the Christian follows the 
example of the Jewish teachers ! The 
command of our Lord is too strict and 
narrow for him ; he has not yielded him
self to God in obedience to the new com
mandment to love his brethren with 
Christ's love, believing that this love will 
flow out to all around, even to those who 
hate us. This will require much grace, 
and will cost time and trouble, and much 
earnest prayer. 

\Vhen I was a minister in Cape Town, 
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I met a German deaconess, who was 
working in connection with the English 
Church at Woodstock. She had a class 
every evening for ten or twelve Kaffirs, 
who were preparing for admission to the 
Church. One evening she spoke about 
loving our enemies. She asked one man 
if his people had enemies. " Oh yes ! " 
" Who were they ? " " The Fingoes." 
(The Kaffirs count the Fingoes as dogs.) 
She asked the man if he could love a 
Fingo. His answer was quite decided : 
"Me no' love Fingo. Me no' love Fingo." 
It was an indisputable fact ; there could 
be no question about it. He could not 
love a Fingo. She told him that in that 
case he could not go to the Communion. 
He went home very thoughtful, and the 
next evening at class seemed very down
cast. But he still had only one answer : 
" Me no' love Fingo." He was not re
ceived into the Church with the others, 
but continued to attend the class. He 
was always in earnest, and there was 
evidently a struggle going on ; until one 
evening he appeared with a bright face, 
and said : " Me now love Fingo." He 
had prayed about it, and God had heard 
his prayer. There is only one way to 
love our enemies : by the love of Christ, 
sought and found in prayer. 
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TENTH DAY. 

jforgt\?e, but not jforget. 

" I will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their sin no more."-]ER. 
xxxi. 34. 

A T the unveiling of the Women's 
Monument at Bloemfontein in 

1913, I happened to be sitting in the 
front row on the platform at the foot 
of the Monument. After a while the 
sun became very hot. Suddenly I 
noticed that some one behind me was 
holding an umbrella over my head. 
When the speaker had finished, I asked 
my nephew beside me : " Who is so 
friendly as to hold an umbrella over my 
head ? " His answer was : " General 
de Wet." I was surprised, and turning 
round, thanked him heartily. My 
nephew told me afterwards that he had 
said : " But I would gladly have paid 
for the privilege of doing it." I thought, 
what a generous nature to speak in that 
way. Presently his turn came to give 
an address. I could agree with all he 
said, except his last words, which were : 
"Forgive-yes, but forget-never." 
\Vhen the ceremony was over, and I 
shook hands with him again, it was in 
my heart to say to him: " You say, 
' I can never forget.' Be careful to 
what that may lead." 

Many a one has allowed himself to be 
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deceived by these words. On the farms, 
I have often seen a dog come in at the 
front door to seek coolness and shade. 
He would be driven out, and the door 
closed. Then he would go through the 
back door, and would soon be inside the 
house again. The front door is : " I 
will forgive." One wishes to put away 

. all thought of hatred or ill-feeling. But 
see how quickly and quietly these evil 
thoughts come back through the back 
door of, " I will never forget." Many 
a one trusts in God's forgiving love, but 
does not remember that when God 
forgives, He forgets. " I will forgive 
their iniquity, and will remember their 
sins no more." And St. Paul gives us 
the advice in Col. iii. 13: "Forgiving 
one another, even as Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye." 
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ELEVENTH DAY. 

'.BS (.\';O{) j)'Otgt"es. 

" And forgive us our sins ; for we also 
forgive every one that is indebted to us."
Lu1rn xi. 4. 

T HE forgiveness of sins is the great 
all-embracing gift by which, in 

His mercy, God sets the sinner free, and 
receives him back into His love and 
favour. The forgiveness of sins gives 
us boldness towards God, and is the source 
of our salvation. The forgiveness of 
sins gives us cause for thankfulness every 
day of our lives. It is God's will, and 
our souls feel the need of it, that we 
should each day walk with Him, as those 
whose sins are forgiven, and who are 
living in the light of His countenance. 

As we walk with God in the full assur
ance of sins forgiven, He desires that, in 
our intercourse with our fellow-men, too, 
we should live as those who have been 
freely forgiven. And we can only prove 
our sincerity by forgiving those who 
have offended us, as freely and as willingly 
as God has forgiven us. 

How clearly and urgently our Lord 
speaks upon this ! In the Lord's Prayer 
we are taught to pray each day : " For
give us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors," and then at the end: " If ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will your Heavenly Father forgive your 
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trespasses" (Matt. vi. 15). After the 
great promise of Mark xi. 24, come the 
words : " And, whensoever ye ~tand 
praying, forgive, if ye have aught against 
any .. " In Matthew xviii . 21, we have 
the question of Peter: "Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him ? " and our Lord's answer : 
."Unto seventy times seven." Then 
follows the parable of the servant whose 
Lord forgave him his debt, but who 
would not show compassion on his fellow
servant. His Lord's question to him 
was : " Shouldest not thou also have 
had mercy on thy fellow-servant, even 
as I had mercy on thee ? " So he was 
delivered to his tormentors. And our 
Lord gives the warning : " So shall also 
My Heavenly Father do unto you, if ye 
forgive not every one his brother from 
your hearts. " 

Let us remember to realize daily : 
As I need God's forgiveness each day, 
so let me be ready each day to forgive 
my brother. God grant us grace to do 
it! 
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TWELFTH DAY. 

\tbe JPreacbing of '.1Lo"e. 
"The greatest of these is Love."-

1 CoR. xiii. 13 . 

D
URI~G the Boer War, when 

there was much unrest in the 
country, a certain minister asked his 
brother-minister, who was a leader 
in the Church, to do his best to calm 
the minds of those around him. His 
answer was : "I have enough trouble 
with myself; my own mind is unsettled. 
How can I quiet others ? " If there were 
a revival of the preaching of love, more 
than one of our ministers would have to 
say : " There is such a lack of love in 
my own heart ; how can I teach others ? " 

Yet there is a remedy. Let me tell 
you what I have learnt from John 
\.Vesley. During the first fourteen years 
of his ministry he had no insight into 
what a free and full salvation by faith 
meant. After he had been convicted of 
the sin of unbelief, by means of a con
versation with one of the Moravian 
Brethren, he began to preach with such 
power that many were converted. But 
he felt that it was too much a matter of 
the intellect; he had not yet experienced 
the full joy and love which the Moravian 
possessed. He asked the Brother what 
he should do. The answer was : 
" Preach it because you believe that it is 
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what God's Word teaches: you will soon 
find what you are seeking, and will then 
preach it because you possess it." 

This has been my own experience. 
Often in preaching, or in writing, I 
have asked myself : But do you possess 
what you preach to others ? And I 
have followed the advice : Preach it, 
because you believe it to be the teaching 

·of God's Word, and heartily desire it. 
Prea<;h the truth by faith, and the experi
ence will follow. Let the minister who 
feels impelled to preach about love, not 
hesitate to do so, and he will soon be 
able to preach it because he has himself 
received that which he commends. 



THIRTEENTH DAY. 

~be ~wo '.lLea~ecs. 

" I exhort, therefore, that first of all 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanks
givings, be made for all men; for kings 
and all that are in autho1,ity, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty."-! TrM. ii., I, z. 

A T the time of the unveiling of the 
Women's Monument at Bloem

fontein, before the procession took place, 
I spoke a few words in the Dutch Church 
about the suffering, praying, all-con
quering love of these women, who, they 
say, prayed earnestly that God would 
keep them from hatred, or want of love 
towards their enemies. I expressed the 
hope that this prayerful love might be 
ours, and that nothing might be done 
to disturb the feeling of peace and unity. 
I said that there were some who feared 
disunion, not only between the two races 
in the country, but between those who 
were fellow-countrymen. Not long after, 
we heard that there had been a breach 
between the leaders of the two parties. 

I felt impelled to write an article on 
the question : " For whom do you 
pray ? " Some one answers : " I pray 
for the man at the head of the Govern
ment, and who, under God's guidance, 
as General of the burghers in the war, 
has now become the leader of all South 
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Africa. I pray for him." And another: 
"I pray especially for the man who has 
been serviceable in bringing the interests 
of his people into the foreground." But 
would it not be sad if we came into 
God's presence divided into two camps, 
praying one against the other? No, we 
must pray for both our leaders, and for 
all who are in authority. As leaders of 
the people, their influence, for good or 
evil, is inexpressible. Their hearts are 
in God's hands, and He can turn them 
wh.ithersoever He wills. Let our prayers 
ascend to God in all sincerity, and He 
will hear, and grant that which is good 
for the whole land. Let us pray : 
" Lord, the hearts of rulers are in Thy 
hands; teach them to do Thy will." 
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F OURTEENTH DAY. 

1llnfetgne~ '.JLo\?e of tbe :mretbren. 

1 " Seeing ye have' purified your souls 
through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, see that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently ."-! PET. i . 22. 

I N the beginning of t his chapter, Peter 
had expressed a wonderful truth 

about our love t o Christ : " Whorn 
having not seen, ye love ; in Whom ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and fu ll of 
glory " ( ver. 8). This was the fruit of 
the Spiri·t. 

In our text he speaks of " the love of 
t he brethren." " Ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto the unfeigned love of 
the brethren." In the days of the 
Early Church it was clearly understood 
at conversion that, in confessing Christ, 
the new convert also promised unfeigned 
love to the brethren. So Peter con
tinues : " See that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervent ly." Un
feigned, fervent love through the Spirit 
should be the chief token of a true 
conversion. 

We see how much stress Peter lays on 
this point in the three next chapters. as 
he returns to the subject each tirne. 
(ii. 17), "Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honour t he king." (iii. 8), 
" Finally, be ye all like-minded, com-
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passionate, loving as brethren, tender
hearted, humble-minded." These are all 
signs of the life of God in the soul. And 
then (iv. 7, 8). "Watch unto prayer, above 
all things being fervent in your love 
among yourselves ; for love covereth a 
multitude of sins." Unfeigned, fervent 
love of the brethren was the indispens
able sign of true godliness. 

God's Word is a mirror into which the 
Church and each individual member must 
look, to see that we are truly Christian, 
showing by our conduct that we take 
God's \Vord as our rule of life. If our 
hearts condemn us, we must turn at once 
to God, confessing our sin . Let us 
believe that the Spirit of love does 
indeed dwell in us, and will shed abroad 
God's love in our hearts, and purify us 
from all hatred and selfishness, and 
restore the image of Christ within us. 
Let us not rest content until we have 
surrendered ourselves wholly to God, that 
His Spirit of love may reign and rule 
within us. 
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FIFTEENTH DAY. 

U:be Spirit of '.lLo\?e. 

"The fruit of the Spirit is love."
GAL. V. 22. 

"God hath given us the spirit of love."-
2 TIM. i. 7. 

OUR love, which is the fruit of the 
Spirit, does not consist merely in 

the knowledge of, and faith in, God's love 
as revealed in our redemption. No, the 
matter goes far deeper. Our love has 
its origin in the fact that the love of 
God has been shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, not only as an experi
ence or feeling, but the spirit of love 
takes possession of us, and directs and 
controls and inspires. This love becomes 
a heavenly life-power, a disposition of 
the soul, whereby man tastes and knows 
that God is good. The Spirit gives to 
love such a form that it contains the 
commands of the divine love within 
itself, and thus can keep the command
ments without difficulty. " This is the 
love of God, that we keep His command
ments, and His commandments are not 
grievous" (r John v. 3). When God, 
according to promise, writes His law in 
our hearts, the summing up of that law 
is love. It governs the life of the man 
wholly devoted to God, and controls his 
thoughts and actions. This divine love 
in the heart of man is as a little sanctu-
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ary, whence the child of God receives 
power, in obedience to the inner law of 
love, to live always in the love of God. 
This holy love includes Fellowship with 
God, Union with Christ, and Love to the 
brethren. 

How can we attain to this experience ? 
Through faith alone. The chief sign of 

.faith in the blind and the lepers who 
came to Christ to be healed, was the 
knowledge of their own impotence and 
inability to help themselves. When our 
eyes have been opened, and we realize 
that the love of God has already been 
shed abroad in our hearts by His Spirit, 
enabling us to keep His commandments 
and to love the brethren-then let us 
bow in stillness of soul before God, and 
adore the love which has taken possession 
of our hearts, until our faith can firmly 
say : God has indeed given me the spirit 
of love in my heart. In the power of 
the Spirit I can and will love God and 
my fellow-men. 
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SIXTEENTH DAY. 

:a Song of '.lLO\?e. 

" But now abideth faith, hope, love, 
these three ; and the greatest of these is 
love ."-r CoR. xiii. 13. 

T HIS chapter is wholly devoted to 
the praise of love. The first three 

verses speak of the absolute necessity 
of love, as the chief thing in our 
religion. " If I speak with the tongues 
of angels, if I have the gift of prophecy, 
if I have all faith, so as to remove moun
tains, and if I bestow all my goods on 
the poor, and if I give my body to be 
burned, but have not love " ; then, 
three times repeated, " I am become 
sounding brass, I am nothing, it pro
fi.teth me nothing." If I have not love, 
it all profiteth me nothing. . 

Then follows the Song of Love (vers. 
4-8). There are fift een things said 
about love-what it is and what it is not. 
In this description one sentence sums up 
the whole nature of love: " It seeketh 
not its own." And again: "Love 
never faileth." Prophecies, tongues, and 
knowledge shall vanish away. Even 
faith and hope shall be changed into 
sight. But Love abides to all eternity, 
as long as God endures. Love is the 
greatest thing in the world. 

We should read this chapter oftener 
than we do, and commit the Song to 
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memory ; so that the great words are 
imprinted on our hearts : " Love seeketh 
not her own." Think over it and pray 
over it. " Love never faileth." Con
sfder all that means. " The greatest of 
these is love." Let this love rule in your 
life. 

God is love. " He that dwelleth in 
love, dwelleth in God, and God in him." 
0 Christian, are you living in a world 
that is uncharitable and selfish, or full 
of bitterness and hatred? Take refuge 
under the wings of this everlasting love. 
Let your heart be filled with it, so that 
by God's almighty power you may be a 
witness to the transforming power of love. 
Thus you will be a fountain of blessing 
to all around you. 

Live each day in fellowship with the 
triune love of Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, and you will learn the secret of 
how to love. 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY. 

\tbe ©bellfence of '.JLo\?e. 

"If ye love Me, ye will heep My com
mandments."-JOHN xiv. r5. 

T HE love wherewith the Father 
loved the Son was a wonderful, 

never-ending love. All that the Father 
was and had, He gave to the Son. The 
Son responded to this love by giving 
the Father all. Cost what it might, He 
'kept the Father's commandments and 
abode in His love. 

Christ, in His great love to us, sacrificed 
all; His life and death were wholly 
at our service, and He asks of us that 
which is only reasonable, that we, out 
of love, should keep His commandments. 
Read verses r5, 21, 23, and see how the 
words are repeated three times, together 
with the great promise that follows. 
And chapter xv. verses 7, ro, 14 speak 
three times of the rich blessing connected 
with the keeping of the command
ments. 

"If ye love Me, keep My commands." 
This precept loses its power because 
Christians say : " It is quite impossible : 
I cannot always keep His command
ments." And so conscienc~ is quieted, 
and the commands are not kept. Yet 
our Lord really meant it, for in the last 
night with His disciples He promised 
them definitely a new life, in which the 
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power of the Spirit would enable them 
to live a life of obedience. 

" But what becomes of man's sinful 
nature ? " you ask. Man keeps his 
sinful nature to t he end of his life. " In 
me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no 
good thing." The Holy Spirit is the 
power of God that works within us, both 

. to will and to do, and so prevents the 
flesh from gaining the upper hand. 
Think of the text in Hebrews (xiii. 
20, 21), "The God of peace . make 
you perfect in every good t hing to do 
His will, working in you that which is 
well-pleasing, through Jesus Christ." 

0 brother, these are no mere idle 
words : " If ye love Me, keep My com
mandments," and "My Father will love 
him, and ·v..re will make our abode with 
him." Believe t hat the Holy Spirit 
will cause the love of Christ to work in 
your heart in such power that you will be 
able to abide in the love of Jesus the 
whole day, and to keep His words with 
great joy. Then you will understand 
the saying : " This is the love of God, 
that we keep His commandments ; and 
His commandments are not grievous." 
Only believe-t hat t h e Holy Spirit will 
endue you with power t o live this life 
of perfect love. 
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EIGHTEENTH DAY. 

'.lLo"e anb JPra}2er. 
" Be sober, and watch unto prayer, 

above all things being fervent in your love 
among yourselves."-r PET. iv. 7, 8. 

I N our text, watching unto prayer 
and fervent love are closely 

linked. This is true, too, in the spiritual 
life. The man who prays only for him
self will not find it easy to be in the right 
attitude towards God. But where the 
heart is filled with fervent love to others, 
prayer will continually rise to God for 
those whom we love, and even for those 
with whom we do not agree. 

There would be a great defect in this 
little book on brotherly Jove if we 
neglected to indicate what an important 
place prayer holds in the life of love. 
These two fruits of the Spirit are in
separably connected. If you wish your 
Jove to grow and increase, forget your
self, and pray, pray earnestly, for God's 
children and His Church. Aud if you 
would increase in prayerfulness, give 
yourself in fervent love to the service of 
those around you, helping to bear their 
burdens. 

What a great need there is, at this 
time, of earnest, powerful intercessors! 
Let those who complain that there is so 
little Jove among Christians, acknowledge 
that one of the chief signs of Jove is 
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lacking in themselves, if they do not 
pray much and often for their brethren. 
I am deeply convinced that God desires 
His children, as members of one body, 
to present themselves ea.ch day before 
the Throne of grace to pray down the 
power of the Spirit upon all believers. 
Union is strength. This is true in regard 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. Real 

· spiritual unity will help us to forget 
ourselves, to live unselfishly, wholly for 
God and our fellow-men. And the word 
of Peter will be applied to our lives
" watching in prayer-fervent in love." 

There can be no surer way of growing 
in the spirit of love than by uniting daily 
at the Throne of grace, and finding our 
joy and life in the oneness of Spirit 
with the whole Body of Christ. 

Let this little book on Jove be also a 
book on prayer. As we meditate on 
love to the brethren, we shall be con
strained to have fellowship with God. 
And we shall attain this, not by reading 
or thinking, but by intercourse with the 
Father, and with the Lord Jesus through 
the Holy Ghost. Love impels to prayer; 
to believing prayer is vouchsafed the 
love of God. 
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NINETEENTH DAY. 

\tbe lftrst anb '13 reat <tommanbment. 
" The Lord thy God will circumcise 

thine heart to love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart and with all thy soul."
DEUT. xxx. 6. 

GOD greatly desires our love. It is 
the nature of all love to long to be 

acceptable, and to meet with response. 
Yes, God longs with a never-ending, 
fervent desire to have our love, the love 
of the whole heart. 

But how can I attain such a condition ? 
Just in the same way that I receive 
salvation- through faith alone. Paul 
says : " I live through the faith of the 
Son of God, Who loved me." When we 
take time to wait upon God, and re
member with what a burning desire God 
sought to win our love, through the gift 
of His Son, we shall be able to realize 
that God has a strong and never-ceasing 
longing for the love of our heart. 

Our hearts are blind and dark, and we 
are apt to forget that God longs each 
day for the love of His child. If I once 
begin to believe it, I shall feel constrained 
to tarry before God, and ask Him to let 
His light shine into my heart. Just as 
the sun is willing to give me its light 
and heat, if I will receive them, God is a 
thousand times more willing to give me 
the light and glow of His Jove. 
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In the Old Testament God gave us the 
promise of the new covenant (Ezek. 
xxxvi. 25, 26), "I will cleanse you, a new 
heart will I give you, and put within you 
a new spirit." He gave His Son to die 
for us, in order to win our love. Take 
time, 0 my soul, to grasp this, and wait 
silently upon God, and become strong 
in the assurance of faith : God, Who 
longs for my love, is Almighty, and will 
shed abroad His love in my heart through 
the Holy Spirit now dwelling within me. 

Oh, that we could understand that 
there is nothing on earth to be compared 
to this experience ! Shall 1 not take 
time each day, and give God His desire, 
and believe with firmer faith ? God, 
Who so greatly longs for my love, will 
work within me by His Spirit, granting 
the desire to love Him with my whole 
heart, and enabling me to prove my love 
by keeping His commandments. 

0 Lord, I bow before Thee ; fulfil my 
longing desire, which is also Thy desire, 
that my heart may be filled with Thy 
love. 

D 39 



TWENTIETH DAY. 

n:be 1Ro12a1 '.!Law of '.ILo\?e. 

"If ye fulfil the royal law according to 
the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neigh
bour as thyself, ye do well."-]As. ii. 8. 

W HEN our Lord, in answer to the 
question, "Master, which is tp.e 

great commandment in the law ? ", bad 
answered : " Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart," He added: 
" The second is like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself." These 
two commandments both contain the one 
verb, love. In heaven, where God is, and 
on earth amongst men, love is the royal 
law, love is supreme. 

The Christian's love for his fellow-men 
has more than one purpose : 

I. It reveals to us our own nature, 
implanted by God, that we should love 
-0urselves, and it calls us to love our 
neighbours with the same love. Thus we 
have in our hearts the law to love our 
neighbours as ourselves. 

z. Christianity teaches us to love our 
neighbour because God loves him. £very 
man, howsoever vile, has a share in God's 
compassion and love, because he is made 
in God's image. I ought, then, to love 
my neighbour, not merely because he is 
a fellow-man, but because I see God's 
likeness in him, and because God loves 
him. As God loves all men, even His 
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enemies, even so, not more, nor less, I 
must love all . " Be ye merciful, even 
as your Father is merciful." From my 
Father in heaven I must learn how to 
love. 
· 3. The Christian love of all mankind 

may rise still higher. In the realm of 
grace, God has reconciled us to Himself, 
so that He can apportion to us His 
personal love. This is the law for each 
child of God; he must love his brother 
with the same love with which Christ 
has loved him. . 

4. And then comes the last and the 
highest thought, that even as Christ, in 
His great love, redeemed a world dying 
in i;nisery and sin, so all those who have 
received this love should give themselves, 
even as Christ did, to love all men, and 
devote their lives to making others 
partakers of this great blessedness. 

Child of God, here are four reasons 
why we should love our neighbours. 
Have they not a Divine authority and 
irresistible power, which will compel us 
to manifest this Christian love towards 
our brethren in fulness of beauty? 

May God write the royal law of love 
deep in our hearts ! 
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TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 

'!Rational ;!feeling. 

" God hath made of one blood all nations 
of men."-AcTs xvii. 26. 

A FORMER Prime Minister of Eng
land said in regard to the Boer 

War, that it "served to maintain the 
principle that the smaller nationalities 
should not be oppressed. That is to say, 
that all these precious lives and the 
treasures of gold were offered up in 
vindication of nationality, which may be 
regarded as a gift of God, as the divine 
right of each nation, according to its 
special nature, to preserve and develop 
its individuality in the service of the 
common life of all the world. This war 
will develop national feeling more in
tensely, and will increase a national con
sciousness, and arouse hope amongst the 
peoples who have hitherto been considered 
the most backward in the world. People 
will slowly learn that national feeling 
depends on character, and character 
depends on religion. 

" In a struggle such as this we cannot 
expect the breach to be healed at once ; 
but we can cultivate a spirit of Christian 
sympathy with those who differ from us, 
and cease to regard each other with 
suspicion and distrust. We can trust the 
honesty of each other's convictions, and 
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take more trouble to understand one 
another." 

This extract speaks most strongly of 
the divine right of national feeling, yet 
we must also clearly understand that 
the feeling, as a merely human force, is 
under the power of sin. Let us remem
ber " every creature of God is good, for 
it is sanctified by the Word and by 
prayer. " Without that sanctifying pro
cess, national feeling may become the 
prey of ambition, and the source of hatred, 
and aversion, and contempt for other 
nations. God has, in Christ, placed all 
men under the law of Heavenly Love. 
It is the holy calling of every Christian, 
and more especially of every minister 
of the Gospel, under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, to point out to others the 
way by which national feeling may attain 
its twofold aim : (r) the development and 
uplifting of the people themselves, and 
(2) the right attitude to other peoples 
in the upbuilding of all mankind. 
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TWENTY-SECOr D DAY. 

©ne Stream or -a:wo Streams~ 

" The stick of Ephraim, and the stick 
of Judah, I will make them one stick , and 
they shall be one in Mine hand." 
EzEK. xxxvii. 19. 

I F any one were to ask me : " In 
which of these two do you believe ? ", 

my answer would be : " In both." 
" And why ? " " Because God has so 
willed it." When the small stream of the 
Africander people, with less than one 
million souls, .was turned into the mighty 
stream of the British Empire, with its 
three hundred millions, it was God's will 
that this should happen. It was His 
will that in the great stream there should 
be two streams, side by side. The two 
nationalities, the smaller as well as the 
greater, have each their own history, 
their own national characteristics, and 
their own special virtues and short
comings. In God's plan and council there 
was room for both. 

Why has there been such terrible strife 
and discord over the question : One 
Stream or Two Streams ? Because 
people would not accept both viewpoints, 
and accord to each its right. They 
wanted one or the other, exclusively, in 
the foreground. They forgot that God 
had said : " What God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder." 
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One who is really desirous of knowing 
and doing God's will-in His dealings 
with our people-must try to understand 
his twofold calling: to be faithful in pre
serving his own nationality ; and at the 
same time to show his love and apprecia
tion of the second nationality, with 
whom, under God's Providence, his lot 
has been cast. 

God has given to His people, in this 
land, a great and holy calling, in sub
mission to His will, and in the power 
of His love, to prove what it is to be a 
true Africander, and yet, at the same 
time, a faithful subject of the British 
Empire. Our love to God and to our 
neighbours will supply the right incentive. 

When Ephraim and Judah became one 
in God's hand, the difference between 
the two was not destroyed. Each kept 
his own characteristics. But the oneness 
was that of true unity and mutual love. 
"Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and 
Judah shall not vex Ephraim." God 
will fulfil this promise to us ; but on 
one condition: We must place our people 
in God's hand by our prayers. "They 
shall be one in Mine hand." Let us, by 
means of intercession, place our people 
in God's hand. He can, and will, give 
the love and mutual forbearance that is 
needed. 
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TWENTY-T H IRD DAY. 

lPtal? for '.JLo\?e. 

" The L ord make you to increase and 
abound in love one toward another, and 
toward all men, even as we also do toward 
you; to the end H e may stablish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness."-! TRESS. 
iii. !2, 13. 

W HAT a prayer! T h at the ·Lord 
would make them t o abound in 

love towards each other, even as Paul 
did towards them : that He would 
strengthen their hearts to be unblame
able in holiness. Without love this 
was impossible. Their hearts would be 
strengthened for a life of true holiness 
through the love of the brethren, by the 
power of God. Let u s u se this prayer 
often, both for ourselves and for those 
around us. Do you pray for h oliness ? 
Then show it by a hearty love to the 
brethren! 

In 2 Thess. iii. 5 we read : " The 
Lord direct your hearts into the love of 
God." Yes, that is what the Lord J esus 
will do for us, give us a heart always 
directed to the love of God. Lord, by 
Thy great love, grant me a heart of 
love I 

"Always in every prayer of m ine for 
you all making request with j oy. I pray 
t hat your love may abound yet more 
and more in knowledge .. . that ye 
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may be filled with the fruits of righteous
ness" (Phil. i. 4-II). The Apostle, in 
his constant prayer for those in his charge, 
makes Love the chief thing. Let us do 
the same. 

" I would that ye knew what great 
conflict I have for you, that your hearts 
may be comforted, being knit together 
in love, unto all riches of understanding" 
(Col. ii. r, 2). Paul considers it indis
pensable for their growth in the know
ledge of God that the hearts of the 
believers should be knit together in love. 
God is love--everlasting, endless love. 
That love can only be experienced when 
Christians are knit together in love, and 
live for others, and not only for them
selves. 

These four prayers of Paul give us 
abundant matter for meditation and 
prayer. Take time to let these heavenly 
thoughts grow in your heart. As the 
sun · freely gives its light and heat to the 
grass and grain, that they may grow and 
bring forth fruit, so God is far more 
willing to give His love to us in ever
increasing measure. 0 Christian, if you 
feel as if you cannot pray, take these 
words of Divine love, and ponder them 
in your heart. You will gain a strong 
and a joyous assurance of what God is 
able to do for you. He will make you 
to abound in love, and strengthen your 
heart to live before Him in holiness and 
love of the brethren. Lord, teach me so 
to pray! 
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TWEKTY-FOURTH DAY. 

'.lLtke <Xbtt~t. 

" I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you."
]OHN xiii. 15. 

THE love of Christ, manifested in 
His death on the cross, is the 

ground, not only of our hope of salvation, 
but it is the only rule for our daily 
life and conduct. Our Lord says 
clearly: "Ye should do as I have done." 
The love of Christ is my only hope of 
salvation . A walk in that love is the 
way truly and fully to enjoy that 
salvation. 

"Let each one of us please his neigh
bour for that which is good, unto edifying; 
for even Christ pleased not Himself. 
Wherefore receive ye one another, as 
Christ also received us" (Rom. xv. 2; 7). 
God will work the power within us 
to " receive one another, as Christ re
ceived us." He will do it for every up
right soul, and for all who pray in confident 
faith. 

" Be ye followers of God, as dear 
children ; and walk in love, as Christ also 
hath loved us, and hath given H imself for 
us" (Eph. v. 1, 2). Here, again, love is 
everything. We must realize that Christ 
loved us even unto death, and that we 
are now God's dear children. It follows 
naturally that we should walk in love. 
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Faith in Christ's wonderful love, and in 
God' inconceivable love resting upon us, 
makes it not only possible, but certain, 
that those who keep close to Christ will 
walk in love. 

"Put on therefore, as God's elect, holy 
and beloved, a heart of compassion ; 
forbearing one another, and forgiving each 
other; even as the Lord forgave you, so 
also do ye. And above all these things 
put on love, which is the bond of perfect
ness" (Col. iii. r2-q.). What a blessed 
life in the love and the power that we 
have in Christ ! What a blessed walk in 
His fellowship, when we are led by .the 
Holy Spirit, and strengthened for a life 
in H\s likeness ! 

0 God, the Father of love, the Father 
of Christ, our Father, wilt Thou indeed 
strengthen us each day to love one 
another in Christ, even as He loved us l 
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 

• \tbe ~ower of (l;o~'s ll'Olor~. 

" The words that I have spoken unto 
you are spirit and are life." - J OHN vi. 
63. 

" Ye received the Word of God, as it is 
in truth, the Word of God that worketh 
effectually in you that believe."-r THESS. 
ii . 13. 

"The Worcl ofGodis livingandactive."
HEB. iv. 12 . 

T HE question constantly recurs : 
What is the reason that God's 

children so little realize the great value 
and absolute necessity of brotherly love ? 
One answer is : Because of unbelief. 
Without faith, great faith, persevering 
faith, there can be no thought of the 
power of love within us. But it is a 
different faith from what we usually 
mean, when we say we believe in God's 
Word. This true faith is deeper and 
higher. It bows before God in the deep 
realization of His greatness, of H is 
power to work wonders in our hearts, 
and of His loving care of us . The word 
of a king, or a general, has great influence 
over his soldiers. And how great beyond 
compare is the Word of the Infinite and 
Almighty One ! 

It is necessary to be deeply convinced 
-0f our utter inability to produce this 
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love, which is holy, and can conquer 
sin and unbelief. We need a burning 
desire to receive this heavenly love 
into our hearts whatever the cost 
may be. Then at length we shall gain 
an insight into what God's Word is, 
as a living power in our hearts. This 
supernatural power will be the love of 
God shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, living and working within us. 

In the following portion we shall 
consider the verses from the first Epistle 
of John, in which the love of God is 
promised to believers. Let each Chris
tian ask himself, is he ready to acknow
ledge his deep sinfulness and want of 
power, and to yield his heart unre
servedly for this love to take possession? 
And, above all, take time in God's 
presence to wait on Him in the confidence 
that His Word will work effectually in 
us , as a seed of new life. Then we shall 
love our Lord Jesus, and our brethren, 
with a love like that with which God 
has loved us. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 

!Perfect '.JLo\?e, 

ACCORDING TO I JOHN . 

"These are the true sayings of God."
REv. xix. 9. 

" He that loveth his brother abideth in 
the light." -r JOHN ii . IO. 

" W HOSOEVER doeth not righteous-
ness is not of God, neither he 

that loveth not his brother. For this 
is the message which ye heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one 
another " (iii. IO, II). "vVe know that 
we have passed out of death into life, 
because we love the brethren" (iii. 14). 
" Hereby know we love, because He 
laid down His life for us : and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren" 
(iii. r6) . "And this is His command
ment, That we should believe on the 
Name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love 
one another" (iii. 2 3). " Beloved, let 
us love one another: for love is of God " 
(iv. 7). "Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we ought also to love one another. 
If we love one another, God abideth 
in us, and His love is perfected in us. 
We have known and believed the love 
that God hath to us. God is love; and 
he that abideth in love abideth in God, 
and God in him" (iv. II, 12, 16). "If 
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a man say, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar : for he that loveth 
not his brother whom he hath seen, 
cannot love God whom he hath not 
seen. And this commandment have we 
from Him, that he who loveth God 
love his brother also " (iv. 20, 21). 

Each of these words is a living seed, 
and has within it a Divine power, which 
is able to take root, and grow and bear 
fruit in our hearts. But just as the seed 
requires the soil in which it grows to be 
kept free of all weeds, so the heart must 
be wholly surrendered to God and His 
service, that the seed of the \Vord may 
bear this heavenly fruit . 

Read over again iii. 23. As necessary 
as faith is for our salvation, so necessary 
is love of the brethren. And (iv. 21) 
love to God and love to the brethren are 
inseparable. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

\I:be '.JLo\?e tbat Suffers. 

" Walk in love, as Christ also hath 
loved us, and hath given Himself for us."
EPH. V. 2. 

I S it not strange that love, which is 
the source of the greatest happi

ness, should also be the cause of the most 
intense suffering ? Our life on earth is 
such that suffering always follows, when 
love seeks to save the object of its love. 
Yes, it is only by means of suffering that 
love can gain its end, and so attain the 
highest happiness. 

What a wonderful thought ! Even 
the almighty power of God's love could 
not achieve its purpose without suffering 
that passes understanding. By means of 
His sufferings, Christ bore and overcame 
the sins of the whole world, and the hard 
heart of man was softened and drawn 
to God. So love in the midst of suffer
ing manifested the greatest glory, and 
attained its end perfectly. 

Let no one, with such an Example 
before him, imagine that love is self
sufficient. No; love worthy of the name 
manifests itself in a life of continual 
self-sacrifice. Love's strength lies in 
renunciation. Just think what a mother 
suffers when a beloved child is ill, or 
when a son falls into evil ways. Love 
gives her strength to endure, whatever 
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the circumstances may be. Think, too, 
what one must undergo who has yielded 
himself whole-heartedly to work and to 
pray for others. It may mean tears and 
heartache, and much wrestling in prayer. 
But love overcomes all obstacles. 

0 Christian, do you really long to know 
the love of Christ in all its fulness ? 
Then yield yourself wholly to Him and 
His blessed service. Regard yourself as 
a channel through which the Highest 
Love can attain its aim. Take the souls 
around you into a sympathizing, loving 
h eart, and begin to suffer with them and 
intercede for them. Let it be your chief 
delight to live and to suffer for others, 
in the love and fellowship of the Lord 
Jesus. Then at length you will realize 
what this life of love is, as a servant of 
God, and even as God Himself, and as 
Christ, to live wholly for the welfare 
and happiness of others. 

0 soul, dwell on this wondrous truth, 
that there can be no real . fellowship in 
the love of Christ, save in unreserved 
surrender, to seek always the glory of 
God in the salvation of your fellow-men. 
" He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 
God, and God in him." 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

n:be 'lUllorks ot tbe 3J'Iesb. 

"The works of the flesh are manifest; 
witchcraft, hatred, strife, jealousies, wrath, 
envyings, murders, and such like."
GAL. v. rg-zr. 

PAUL in these three verses men
tions seventeen of the terrible 

"works of the flesh." Nine of these are 
sins against love. And he says, else
where (Eph. iv. 31), "Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil speaking, be put away from you, 
with all malice." He here answers the 
question, why there is so little love 
amongst Christians, and why it is so 
hard to arouse such love. All these sins 
are " works of the flesh." 

Even the earnest Christian is still in 
the flesh. Paul says : " In me, that is 
in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing " ; 
" Because the mind of the flesh is enmity 
against God." It is quite impossible for 
a Christian by his own efforts to lead a 
life of love. Scripture says: " Walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts 
of the flesh." The Spirit will enable us 
to keep the flesh always in subjection. 
The " fruit of the Spirit " will be Christ's 
love poured into our hearts as a foun
tain of love. Paul adds to what was 
quoted above : " The law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 

56 



free from the law of sin ." The grace of 
God will enable the Christian to walk, 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

Learn these three great lessons : r. 
The Christian cannot in his own strength 
love "God and his fellow-man. 2 . The 
great reason of so much bitterness, and 
want of love, is that the Christian walks 
after the flesh. 3. The only sure way to 
abide in this life of love, to love God, 
and Christ, with the whole heart, to 
love the brethren fervently, and to have 
a tender compassionate love for all who 
do not yet know Christ-is an absolute 
surrender to the Holy Spirit, to be led 
and guided by Him each day of our lives. 
It is through the Holy Spirit that this 
love is shed abroad in our hearts. 

Child <;if God, learn the lesson that the 
Holy Spirit will take entire possession of 
you, and will work continually within 
you a life of love to Christ and to all 
men. Pray over this thought, until it 
gains control of your whole being ! 
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TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 

]paaatng tbe '.JLo\?e ot 1rolomen. 

" My brother ] onathan: very pl~asant 
hast thou been unto me : thy love to 
me was wonderful, passing the love of 
women."-2 SAM. i . 26. 

GOD created man in order to show 
what the power of love is, when 

a man strives for the welfare of others, 
and even gives up his life for them. He 
created woman to show what tenderness 
and quiet endurance are, when she 
sacrifices herself for the sake of others. 
A little child, during the first years of its 
life, is dependent on the mother. It is 
not only that the child may learn to 
love its mother, but that the mother 
herself may be trained in the school of 
self-sacrificing love, for her greatest 
adorning is, " the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
God of great price" (1 Pet. iii. 4) . 

The tendency nowadays in public life 
is to place woman on an equal footing 
with man. This is only right in many 
cases. But one must not forget that 
the best ornament of a woman is a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is of great p1ice 
in the sight of God, and of man, and which 
makes her a blessing in her home. It 
is the suffering, prayerful, all-conquering 
love of the wife and the mother which 
secures the happiness of a people. 
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Dear sisters, preserve as a great 
treasure the precious jewel which God 
has entrusted to you-to reflect the love 
of God in all its tenderness and sym
pathy. " As one whom his mother 
comforteth, so will I comfort you ." 
Let each one, as she reads this book, take 
time to meditate on God's wonderful 
love, and pray for it earnestly in a 
receptive spirit. This will give her a 
heavenly influence and power over her 
husband and children, and in her deal
ings with her neighbours she will be a 
living witness to what the love of God 
can do. 

Think of Mary, the woman who loved 
much, and the other women to whom the 
Lord revealed Himself on the resurrec
tion morning. lt was the love of these 
women that gave them the right to be 
the first to meet the Lord, and to take 
the message to the disciples. 

God bless the mothers and wives and 
daughters of our land ! May they prove 
in their lives how beautiful and powerfµl 
the love of· women is ! And the words 
from the time of David will still be 
true : "vVonderful as the love of 
women" is the love of God's children. 
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THIRTIETH DAY. 

Stewart)s of tbe '.JLo\?e of a;ot). 

" Let a man so account of us, as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. Moreover it is required 
in stewards, that a man be found faithful." 
- r CoR. iv. r, 2. 

A STEW ARD is the man to whom 
the king or master entrusts his 

treasures and goods, to apportion to those 
who have a right to them. Godin heaven 
needs men on earth to make known the 
treasures of His love, and to give them 
to those who have need. The minister of 
the Gospel is a steward of the mystery 
of God, and above all of the deep mystery 
of His everlasting love, and all the bless
ings that flow from it. 

It is required in stewards that a man 
be found faithful ; he must devote 
himself wholly to his life task. He must 
be faithful at his work, and always at his 
post in the palace or hou::le where the 
treasures are stored up. So the minister 
of the Gospel must himself be faithful, 
living each day in the love and fellow
ship of God. He must be faithful not 
only to God, but to his fellow-men, 
caring for the needs of the souls en
trusted to him, and ready to recommend 
God's love, and to share it with others. 
This divine love is a mystery, and can 
only dwell in a heart set apart for God 
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and satisfied with His love, which flows 
from Him as a stream of living water. 

0 child of God, seek to have a deeper 
insight into what the office of a servant 
of God means, as a steward of the wonder
ful love of God to sinners. Pray much 
and often for your ministers that God 
may hide them in the secret of His 
tabernacle, so that they may be faithful 
stewards of the mystery of God, and 
chiefly of the mystery of Divine Love. 

And you, my beloved brethren, to 
whom the love of God in heaven, and 
of Christ on the cross, is entrusted, re
member that your congregation, your 
Church, and your people are dependent 
on your faithfulness in living a heavenly 
life in fellowship with God. Then you 
will be able with joy, and in the power 
of the Holy Ghost, to pass on the love of 
God to souls that so greatly need it. 
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THIRTY-FIRST DAY. 

jfattb working tbrougb '.lLo\?e . . 

" In Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth anything, nor uncircumcision ; 
but faith working through love." -GAL. 
v. 6. 

F AITH is the root : Love is the 
fruit. Faith becomes strong in 

the love of God and of Christ. Faith 
in God and Jove to the brethren must 
always go hand in hand. Faith in God's 
wonderful Jove, shed abroad in our 
hearts, enables us to Jive always in love 
towards our fellow-men. This true faith 
gives us power for a life of fervent, all
embracing love. 

Yet how little the Church realizes of 
all this I How seldom does the preacher 
Jay stress on a Christlike Jove to the 
brethren, as the fruit and joy of the life 
of faith! 

All of our life-in the home, between 
father and mother, parents and children, 
brothers and sisters, friends and ser
vants- should be a life in the love of 
Christ. Do not say : It is impossible. 
All things are possible to God, Who 
through His Holy Spirit will shed His 
love in our hearts to be Jived out in our 
daily lives. Let our faith cling to God's 
Word, and to the unseen and wonderful 
things He will do for us each day. Let 
these thoughts about Jove impel us to 
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accept with new and greater faith the 
Love of God, and then dedicate our lives 
tQ letting it radiate from us to all men, 
yes, even to our enemies, and to the 
heathen at the uttermost part~ of the 
earth. 

0 Christian, the whole of salvation lies 
in these two words - Faith and Love. 
Let our faith each day take deeper root 
in God's eternal love. And then each 
day the fruit of the Spirit will be love in 
all our intercourse with those around us. 
May God imprint these words deeply 
in our hearts, and make them a joy and 
strength to us-In Jesus Christ nothing 
avails, but " love w ork!hg through 
faith." 
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PRAYERS 
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THANKSGIVING. 

OUR Father, Who art in Heaven, 
we worship Thee as the eternal, 

unsearchable, glorious Fount, from 
whence Thy love fills earth and Heaven. 
Thy ame be the glory to all eternity ! 

We thank Thee, with unspeakable 
joy, for the revelation of that love on 
the Cross of Thy beloved Son, and for the 
Blood .wherewith He has bought and re
deemed us, to walk before Thee as the 
children of Thy love. 

We thank Thee for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to shed abroad Thy love in our 
hearts, in all its sustaining and preserv
ing power. 
_ We thank Thee for this love, as it 

flows from us, in love to the brethren, 
in love to all men, yes, in love to those 
who hate and despise us. 

0 our Father, grant to us, as Thy 
dear children, the heirs of Thy love, to 
walk with Thee on earth, and then in the 
full manifestation of Thy love to dwell 
with Thee to all eternity. For Christ's 
sake. Amen. 
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CONFESSIO~ OF SIN. 

OUR Father, we bow before Thee 
in deep humility at the thought 

of Thine unsearchable love, and the love 
of Christ, which passes all knowledge. 
0 God, we are filled with shame at the 
thought that we so little know Thy love, 
and so little desire to know it. Thou 
hast given us the highest proof of Thy 
love, in the love of Christ our Lord on 
the Cross, and yet we so little love Thee 
in return . 

Yea, Lord, we repent in dust and ashes 
that we love Thee so little, and do not 
live to Thy honour and glory. We 
so little manifest that fervent love to 
the brethren, by which the world would 
know that we are Christ's disciples, and 
yet Thou lovest us with a share of the 
same love wherewith Thou hast loved 
Thy Son. 

0 God, we beseech Thee, pour out Thy 
Spirit upon Thy Church, and the power 
of Thy love into our hearts, through 
the Holy Spirit. And grant that, 
throughout the world, witnesses may be 
friund to publish with divine power, by 
word and deed · God is Love ; God is 
love. Amen. 



SUPPLICATION. 

0 UR Father, the God of Love, Who 
desirest to make each of Thy 

·children a bearer of that love unto, and 
a shining light before, men, we humbly 
pray Thee, let that love take full 
possession of us. Lord God, Thy love 
is so endless, so mighty, so willing to 
take possession of us, and through us to 
manifest its power. We pray Thee, let 
that love have full sway in our hearts. 
Draw us to Thyself, that we may con
tinue in prayer, and delight in fellowship 
with Thee, until the eternal love takes 
full control, and enables us to show, day 
by day, that in Christ Jesus nothing 
avails but faith working by love. 

0 Lord, we beseech Thee most earnestly, 
deliver us from our blindness, our selfish
ness, our uncharitableness. Yes, Lord, 
may Thy love become ours, so that 
we may yield ourselves to live whole
heartedly in and for that love. Amen. 
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INTERCESSION. 

OUR Father, we would pray, not 
only for ourselves, but for Thy 

children throughout the whole world. We 
implore Thee, Father, our Father, shed 
abroad Thy love in the hearts of Thy 
people. Remove all self-confidence and 
unbelief, and grant Thy servants a 
vision of what true faith means-the 
power of a love which lives for others. 

Hear our prayer for our own Church. 
Hear our prayer for all other Churches. 
Hear our prayer for Thy Church all over 
the world. 0 God, let Thy light shine 
forth, and the glory of the Lord be upon 
her, that she may find her chief joy in 
self-sacrificing love. 

Hear us for our ministers, for all 
ministers, that they may have such an 
experience of Thy love as to proclaim 
the Gospel with power, that all may know 
that the life of God in the soul is rooted 
m a love that passes knowledge, flowing 
forth t o all around us. For Christ's 
sake Amen. 
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