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No Copyright Statement 

   According to British 

Library, the first English 

version of “Pocket 

Companion series” has now 

no copyright. It is stated as 

“There is no copyright on the 

item so you can republish it if 

you want to” in “CAS-

1115582-Q7R8 

CRM:00560008005.”  In 

particular, it also mentioned 

“If you giving free access to 

the material, and not 

benefitting financially in any 

way, you do not need to 

contact our permissions 

team.” 
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    There are some Daily 

Devotion (Quiet Time) books 

in US based upon “Pocket 

Companion series” by 

Andrew Murray. However, 

there are articles which are 

totally different from those in 

the first English version of 

“Pocket Companion series” 

about 100 years ago.  This is 

one of motivation to make the 

original English version 

freely available to everyone. 
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   The English version of 

“Pocket Companion series” 

started when Andrew 

Murray was in his old age. 

The series include 12 

booklets, and there are 31 

short essays each. For Daily 

Devotion, there is basically 

one short essay each day. The 

booklet “The secret of 

adoration” is one of the 

series, which is published in 

1914 before Andrew Murray 

died in 1917. 
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INTRODUCTION 

WHEN" 'I'he Secret of Intercession" 
had been published in 'lJutcli, it 
gave occasion to questions on the 
part of those who read it, as to the 
greatness and the difficulty of the 
work. Many confessed that they 
knew little of such intercession as 
was spoken of, and feared they 
w ould never attain to it~ 

'I'hey asked, what miglit be 
the reason that ainong Christians 
there was so much reluctance to 
Prayer . 

.//. child finds it so natural 
and such a joy to be in the com
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pany of its father. W"lzat can it 
be that hinders (Jod 's children 
from taking full advantage of 
(Jod 's wonderful offer to receive 
them and to keep them in His 
'Presence, and in answer to prayer, 
to bless them abundantly ? 

It was felt that one answer to 
the question, as to the cause of the 
lack of power in prayer was this: 
men look too much to the human 
aspect and too little to the 'Divine. 

In prayer, there are two parties: 
(Jod and man. (Jod in His in
conceivable holiness and glory and 
love; man in his littleness, his 
sinfulness, his impotence. Our 
thought of what prayer is, will 
depend on the point of view. If, 
as is mostly done, we just think of 
our own needs and desires, of our 
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own efforts to pray, and our own 
faitlz as to tlze certainty of an 
answer, we slzall soon find tlzat 
tlzere is no real power in our 
prayer. It is only when we re
gard prayer in tlze liglzt of <jod, 
the deep interest He takes in us, 
the wonderful love with wlziclz 
He waits to answer pra)•er, the 
Jlmighty power wlziclz is the 
pledge of wlzat He can and will 
do; and above all, tlze grace of 
our Lord ]esus [lzrist, and the 
Holy Spirit by wlzich He Him
self will strengtlzen us for tlze 
faitlz and perseverance that are 
needed, tlzat we slzall be able to 
know wlzat joy and power tlzere are 
in prayer. Jnd we slzall begin 
to see wlzat an infinite difference it 
makes wlzether we look at prayer 
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in the light of earth, or of heaven, 
in the light of man's littleness or 
the infinite glory of the living Qod. 

When once a Christian sees the 
difference, he may be in danger of 
at once striving to pray a little 
more and a little better than he 
has hitherto done, and yet find 
how his efforts end in failure. 
He needs to realize that there 
are here two ways set before him. 
'rhe one-prayer as a means by 
which man can get from Heaven 
what he needs. 'rhe other -
prayer as an infinite grace of 
Qod, lifting us up into His fellow
ship and love, and then when 
He has thus brought us to Him
self, bestowing upon us tlze blessings 
we need. In tlze former case, the 
gifts that I can receive through 
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prayer are the chief things. In 
the latter, Qod and His love, and 
intercourse with Him, and the sur
render of the suppliant to His glory 
and His will, will be supreme. 

When once the child of Qod 
understands this, he sees that t!tere 
is the great alternative set before 
him : shall it be the human aspect 
of prayer, or the 'Divine, that is 
to rule my life? Shall it be man, 
or Qod, that is to be first in ever_Y 
prayer l He will feel the need of 
coming to a definite decision as to 
which of these two paths he is to 
walk in. He will feel that it is 
no light matter to change from the 
one to the other. It is only possible 
by the intervention of Qod's mighty 
power, and by a surrender on his 
part in the faith of what Qod 
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will do, to walk with <;j-od as he 
has never yet done. :N. othing 
but the firm resoh1e to part with 
the self-life in prayer and to yield 
himself wholly to the life and 
leading of the Spirit, will enable 
him truly to become a man of 
prayer such as <;j-od and [hrist 
would have him. 

It was with the view of pro
viding ·very simple help for all 
believers who are longing to enter 
into the wonderful privilege which 
is open to them through prayer, 
that this second little book was 
written. It aims at reminding 
the reader, day by day, that in 
prayer, every day, God must be 
first. To this end tlz~re must 
be secret prayer, where <;j-od and 
you alone can meet. 'The first 
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thing must be to bow in !owl)' 
reverence before Qod in His glory, 
the Father whose name is to be 
hallowed, and so offer Him your 
adoration and worship. When 
you have secured some sense of His 
Presence, you may utter your 
petitions in the hope, in the assur
ance, that He hears and accepts 
of them, and in due time will send 
you His answer. 

c.!lbove all, in our little book, 
we have felt the need of the un
ceasing repetition of the loving 
message: Take time. Qive Qod 
time to reveal Himself to you. 
Qive yourself time to be silent 
and quiet before Him, waiting to 
receive through the Spirit the 
assurance of His 'Presence with 
you, of His power working in you. 
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Take time to read His word, as 
in His Presence, that from it you 
may know what He asks of you 
and what He promises you. 

Let the Word create around 
you, create within you, a holy 
atmosphere, a holy heavenly light 
in which your soul will be re-

freshed and strengthened for the 
work of daily life. Yes, take 
time that <jod may let His Holy 
Presence enter into your heart; 
and in due time, your whole being 
may to some extent be permeated 
with !he life and the love of 
Heaven. 

It was under the influence of 
thoughts and prayers such as these 
that the little book was written 
in its '])utrh form. 'There are 
evidences of its having been a help 
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to many. One minister wrote that 
he had just read it twice and 
intended going through it a third 
time and giving each of his children 

a copy. 
I feel deeply the need of Chris

tians being trained to pray, if 
their intercession is to be effectual 
and much availing. lt may be 
that it will please <jod to give 
some of His children, who, in 
'Bible classes or otherwise, are 
seeking to make those around them 
sharers in the blessings they enjoy, 
to use it as a help to bring young 
or feeble Christians deeper into 
that blessed life of joy and power, 
which is waiting for them. 'They 
only need to learn how to live their 
life with <jod aright in the daily 
exercise of fellowship with Him 
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through the prayer of faitli. They 
will then find, that the path of 
prayer in which it always is God 
first is not only the path of great 
peace and joy, but of true power 
for intercession on behalf of those 
who have yet to be won for Him. 
It is my humble prayer that God 
may graciously bless the booklet to 
many of His children. 

A:J(V'JZ,BW MUR'JZ,AY. 
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"Goo reveals His presence : 
Let us now adore Him, 

And with awe appear before 
Him. 

God is in His temple: 
All within keep silence, 

Prostrate lie with deepest rever

ence. 

Him alone 
God we own, 

Him our God and Saviour, 
Praise His Name for ever." 
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FIRST DAY. 

n:rne 'Wlorsbtp. 

" Worship God."-REv. xxii. 9. 

T HOSE who have read the booklet 
The Secret of Intercession have 

doubtless more than once asked: "·what 
may be the reason that prayer and inter
cession are not a greater joy and delight ? 
And is there any way in which we may 
become fitted to make fellowship with 
God our chief joy, and as intercessors to 
bring down His power and blessing on 
those for whom we pray?" 

There may be more than one answer to 
the question. But the chief answer is 
undoubtedly: We know God too little. In 
our prayer, His presence is not waited 
for as the chief thing on which our heart 
is set. And yeti t should be so. We think 
mostly of ourselves, our need, and weak
ness, our desire and prayer. But we for
get that in every prayer God must be 
First, must he All. To ·seek Him, to find 
Him, to tarry in His presence, to be 
assured that His Holy Presence rests upon 
us, that He actually listens to what we 
say, and is working ln us-it is this alone 
that gives the inspiration that makes 
prayer as natural and easy to us as is the 
intercourse of a child with his father. 

And how is one to attain to this near
ness to God and fellowship with Him? 
The answer is simple: We must give God 

2 



time to make Himself known to us. Believe 
with your whole heart, that just as you 
present yourself to God as a supplicant, 
so God presents Himself to you as the 
Hearer of prayer. But you cannot realise 
this except as you give Him time and 
quiet. It is not in the multitude or the 
earnestness of your words in which prayer 
has its power, but in the living faith that 
God Himself is taking you and your f>rayer 
into His loving heart. He Himself will 
give the assurance that in His time your 
prayer will be heard. 

The object of this little book is to help 
you to know the way thus to meet God 
in every prayer. We shall seek to give 
you each day one or more texts with which 
your heart can bow before God, waiting 
on Him to make them living and true in 
your experience. 

Begin this day with the word: 
•' Unto Thee, 0 Lord, do I lift up 

my soul." Bow before Him in still
ness, believing that He looks on you and 
will reveal His presence. 

"My soul thirsteth for God, for the 
living God." 
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SECOND DAY. 

<Bo~ is a Spirit. 

" God is a Spirit : and they that worship 
Him must worsh1'p Him in spirit and in 
truth."-JOHN iv. 24. 

W
HEN God created man, and 

breathed into him of His own 
spirit, man became a living soul. The 
soul stood midway between the spirit 
and the body, and had either to yield to 
the spirit to be lifted up to God, or to 
the flesh and its lusts. In the Fall, 
man refused to listen to the spirit, and 
became the slave of the body. The spirit 
in man became utterly darkened. 

In regeneration it is this spirit that is 
quickened and born again from above. 
In the regenerate life and in the fellow
ship with God it is the spirit of man that 
has ever to yield itself to the Spirit of 
God. The spirit is the deepest, inward 
part of the human being. As we read in 
Ps. li. : " Thou desirest truth in the 
inward parts ; and in the hidden part 
Thou shalt make me to know wisdom " ; 
or in J er. xxxi. : "I will put My Jaw in their 
inward parts." It is of 'this also that 
Isaiah says : " With my soul have I 
desired Thee in the night; yea, with my 
spirit within me will I seek Thee early." 
The soul must sink dO\vn into the depths 
of the hidden spirit, and call upon that 
to stir itself to seek God. 
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God is a Spirit, most holy and most 
glorious. He gave us a spirit with the 
one object of holding fellowship with 
Himself. Through sin that power has 
been darkened and well-nigh quenched. 
There is no way for its restoration but 
by presenting the soul in stillness before 
God for the working of His Holy Spirit 
in our spirit . Deeper than our thoughts 
and feelings, God will in our inward part, 
in our spirits within us, teach us to 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

" The Father seeketh such to worship 
Him." H e Himself b y His Holy Spirit 
will teach us this if we wait upon Him. 
In this quiet hour, be still before God, and 
yield yourself with the whole heart to 
believe in and to receive the gentle 
working of His Spirit. And breathe out 
such words as these : 

"My soul, be thou silent unto God." 
"With my soul have I desired Thee 

in the night, yea, with my spirit 
within me I seek Thee early." 

"On Thee, 0 God, do I wait." 

5 



THIRD DAY. 

5nterce.ssion anl) '.al)oratfon. 

" WorsMp the Lord in the beauty of 
lioliness ."-Ps. xcvi. g. 

T HE better we know God the more 
wonderful becomes our insight into 

the power of intercession. We begin to 
understand that it is the great means 
by which man can take part in the 
carrying out of God's purpose. God has 
entrusted the whole of His redemption 
in Christ to His people to make known 
and to communicate to men . In all this, 
intercession is the chief and essential 
element; because it is in it that His 
servants enter into the full fellowship 
with Christ, and receive the power of the 
Spirit and of Heaven as their power for 
service. 

It is easy to see why God had so ordered 
it. In very deed God desires to renew us 
after His image and likeness. And there 
is no other way to do this but by our 
making His desires our own. so that we 
breathe His disposition; and in love 
sacrifice ourselves, so that we may be · 
come, in a measure, even like Christ, "ever 
living to make intercession." Su:ch can 
be the life of the consecrated believer. 

The clearer the insight into this great 
purpose of God, the more will the need 
be felt to enter very truly into God's 
Presence in the spirit of humble worship 
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and holy adoration. The more we thus 
take time to abide in God's Presence, to 
enter fully into His mind and will, to get 
our whole soul possessed by the thought 
0£ His glorious purpose, the stronger will 
our faith become that God will Himself 
work out all the good pleasure of His will 
through our prayers. As the glory of 
God shines upon us, we shall become 
conscious of the depths of our helplessness; 
and so rise up into the faith that believes 
that God will do above all that we can 
ask or think. 

Intercession will lead to the feeling of 
the need of a deeper adoration. Adoration 
will give new power for intercession. A. 
true intercession and a deeper adoration_ 
will ever be found to be inseparable. 

The secret of true adoration can only 
be known by the soul that gives time to 
tarry in God's presence, and that yields 
itself to God for Him to reveal Himself. 
Adoration will indeed fit us for the great 
work of making God's glory known. 

"Oh, come let us worship and bow 
down, let us kneel before the Lord 
our Maker; for He is our God." 

"Give unto the Lord the glory 
due unto His name." 
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FOURTH DAY. 

~be !Desire for Goti. 

" With my soul have I desired Thee in 
the night."-lsA. xxvi. 9. 

W HAT is the chief thing, the greatest 
and most glorious, that man can 

see or find upon earth ? Nothing less than 
God Himself. 

And what is the chief and the best and 
the most glorious thing that a man needs 
every day, and can do every day? 
Nothing less than to seek and to know, 
and to love and to praise this glorious Goel. 
As glorious as Goel is, so is the glory which 
begins to work in the heart and life of the 
man who gives himself to live for God. 

My brother, have you learnt what is 
the first and the greatest thing you have 
to do every day ? Nothing less and 
nothing greater than to seek this God, to 
meet Him, to worship Him, to live for 
Him and for His glory. It is a great step 
in advance in the life of a Christian when 
he truly sees this and yields himself to 
consider fellowship with God every day as 
the chief end of his life. 

Take time and ask whether this be not 
the truth, the highest wisdom and the one 
thing for which a Christian is above all 
to live - to know his God aright, and to 
love Him with his whole heart. Do 
believe that it is not only in very deed 
true, but that God Himself is most 
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desirous t hat you sh ould live thus wit h 
H im, and will, in answer to prayer, 
enable you to do so. 

Begin to-day and take a word from 
God's Book to speak t o Him in stillness 
of soul. 

"0 God, - Thou art my God ;-early 
will I seek Thee :- my soul thirsteth 
for Thee, - my flesh longeth for 
Thee, - my soul followeth hard after 
Thee" (Ps. !xiii. I) . 

"I seek Thee with my whole 
heart" (see Ps. cxix. 2) . 

Repeat t h ese words in deep reverence 
and childlike longing till t heir spirit and 
power enter your heart; an d wait upon 
God till you begin to realise what the 
blessedness is of t hus meeting with Him. 
As you persevere you will learn to expect 
that the fear and t he presence of God 
can abide ·with you t hrough all t h e day. 

"I waited patiently for the Lord ; 
and He inclined unto me, and heard 
my cry" (Ps. x l. 1). 
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FIFTH DAY. 

Stlent BMratton. 

"My soi:l is silent unto God." " My 
soul, be thou silent unto God ; for my 
expectation is from Him." -Ps. lxii. r , 5. 

'WHEN man in his littleness and God 
in His glory meet, we all under

stand that what God says has infinitely 
more worth than w):i.at man says. And 
yet our prayer so often consists in the 
utterance of our thoughts of what we need, 
that we give God no time to speak to us. 
Our prayers are often so indefinite and 
vague. It is a great lesson to learn, that 
to be silent unto God is the secret of true 
adoration. Let us remember the promise, 
" In quietness and confidence shall be 
your strength." 

"My soul, wait thou only upon 
God; for my expectation is from 
Him." 

"I will wait for the Lord; my soul 
doth wait, and in His word do I 
hope." 

It is as the soul bows itself before Him 
to remember His greatness and His. 
holiness, His power and His love, and 
seeks to give Him the honour and the 
reverence and the worship that are His due, 
that the heart will be opened to receive 
the Divine impression of the nearness of 
God and of the working of His power. 

0 Christian, do believe that such wor-
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ship of God-in which you bow low and 
ever lower in your nothingness, and lift 
up your thoughts to realise God's presence, 
as He gives Himself to you in Christ 
Jesus-is the sure way to give Him the 
glory that is His due, and will lead to the 
highest blessedness to be found in prayer. 

Do not imagine that it is time lost. 
Do not turn from it, if at first it appears 
difficult or fruitless. Be assured that it 
brings you into the right relation to 
God. It opens the way to fellowsh ip 
with Him. It leads to the blessed assur
ance that He is looking on you in tender 
love and working in you with a secret 
but Divine power. And as at length you 
become more accustomed to it, it will 
give you the sense of His presence abiding 
with you all the day. It will make you 
strong to testify for Go<l. Someone has 
said, "No one is able to influence others 
for goodness and holiness, beyond the 
amount that there is of God in him." 
Men will begin to feel that you have been 
with God. 

"The Lord is in His holy temple; 
be silent before Him, all the earth" 
(Hab. ii. 20). 

" Be silent, 0 all flesh, before the 
Lord: for He is raised up out of 
His holy habitation" (Zer.h. ii. 13). 
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SIXTH DAY. 

~be '.lLigbt of '5ob's <!ountenance. 

"God is lir;ht."-1 J OHN i. 5. 
"The Loi·d is my light."-Ps . xxvii . 1 . 

E VERY morning the sun rises, and 
we walk in its light and perform 

our daily duties with gladness. ·whether 
we think of it or not, the light of the sun 
shines on us all day. 

Every morning t he light of God shines 
upon His children. B ut in order to enjoy 
the light of God's countenance, the soul 
must turn to God and trust H im to let 
His light shine in upon it. 

When there is a shipwreck at m idnight, 
with what longing the mar iners look for 
the morning! How often t h e sigh goes 
up, When will the clay break? Even 
so must the Christian wait upon God, 
and rest patiently until His light shines 
upon him. 

"My soul waiteth for the Lord more 
than they that watch for the morning" 
(Ps. cxxx. 6). 

0 my soul, begin each clay with on e of 
the prayers : 

"Make Thy· face to shine upon 
Thy servant" (Ps. xxxi. 16). 

' ' Lord, lift Thou up the light of 
Thy countenance upon us" (Ps. iv. 6) . 

"Cause Thy face to shine, and we 
shall be saved" (Ps. lxxx. 3, 7, 19). 

Do not rest until you k now that the 
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light of His countenance and His blessing 
is resting on you. Then you will experi
ence the truth of the word: "They walk 
in the light of Thy countenance; in Thy 
name do they rejoice all the day " (Ps. 
lxxxix. 15, 16). 

Children of God, do believe that it is 
the ardent longing of your Father that 
you should dwell and rejoice in His light 
all the day. Just as you need the light 
of the sun each hour, so the heavenly 
light, the light of the countenance of the 
Father, is indispensable. As sure as it 
is that we receive and enjoy the light 
of the sun, so confidently may we count 
on it that God is longing to let His light 
shine on us. 

Even when there are clouds, ·we still 
have the sun. So in the midst of diffi
culties the light of God will rest upon 
you without ceasing. If you are sure 
that the sun bas risen, you count upon 
the light all the day. Make sure that the 
light of God shines upon you in the morning, 
and you can count upon that light being 
with you all the day. 

Rest not till you have said : " There 
be many that say, ' Who will show us any 
good?' Lord, lift Thoie up the light of 
Thy countenance upon us." Take time, 
take time, till that light shines in your 
heart, and you can truly say: 

"The Lord is my light and my 
salvation" (Ps. xxvii. l). 
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SEVENTH DAY. 

jfaitb in '5ol:l. 

".f ~.sus said u~to them: 'Have faith in 
God. -MARK xi. 22. 

A S the eye is the organ by which we see 
the light and rejoice in it, so faith is 

the power by which we see the light of God 
and walk in it. 

Man was made for God, in His likeness ; 
his whole being formed after the Divine 
pattern. Just think of his wonderful 
power of thinking out all the thoughts of 
God hidden in nature. Think of the heart, 
with its unlimited powers of self-sacrifice 
and love. Man was made for God, to 
seek Him, to find Him, to grow up into 
His likeness and show forth His glory ; in 
the fullest sense to be His dwelling. And 
faith is the eye which, turning away from 
the world and self, looks up to God and in 
His light sees light. To faith God reveals 
Himself. 

How often we toil and try to waken 
thoughts and feelings concerning God, 
which are but a faint shadow, and we 
forget ''. to gaze on the Incomparable 
Original." 

Could we but realise it, in the depth of 
our soul God reveals Himself. 

Without faith it is impossible to please 
God, or to know Him. In our quiet time 
we have to pray to our Father which is in 
secret. There "He hides us in the secret 



-0/ His pavilion." And there, as we wait 
and worship before Him, H e will in very 
deed, just as t he light by its very nature 
reveals i tself, let His light shine into our 
heart. 

Let our one desire be to take time and 
be still before God, believing with an un
bounded faith in His longing to make 
Himself known to us. Let us feed on 
God's Word, to make us strong in faith. 
Let that faith have large thoughts of what 
God's glory is; of what His power is to 
reveal Himself to us; of what His longing 
love is to get complete possession of us. 

Such faith, exercised and strengthened 
day by day in secret fellowship with God, 
will become the habit of our life, keeping 
us ever in the enjoyment of His presence 
and the experience of His saving power. 

"Abraham was strong in faith, 
giving glory to God; being fully per
suaded that, what He had promised, 
He was able also to perform " 
(Rom. iv. 20, 21). 

"I believe God, that it shall be even 
as it was told me" (Acts xxvii. 25). 

"Wait on the Lord: be of good 
courage, and He shall strengthen 
thine heart: wait, I say, on the 
Lord " (Ps. xxvii . 14). 
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EIGHTH DAY. 

'.alone wttb '501'. 

"And it came to pass, as He was alone 
praying."-LuKE ix. 18. 

"He departed again into a mountain, 
Himself alone."-JOHN vi . 15. 

M AN needs God . God made him for 
I;Iimself, to find his life and 

happiness in Himself alone. 
Man needs to be alone with God. His 

fall consisted in his being brought, 
through the lust of the flesh and the 
world, under the power of t hings visible 
and temporal. His restoration is meant to 
bring him back to the Father's house, the 
Father's presence, the Father's love and 
fellowship. Salvation means being brought 
to love and to delight in the presence of God. 

Man needs to be alone with God. With
out this, God cannot have the opportunity 
to shine into his heart, to transform his 
nature by His Divine working, to take 
possession and to fill him with the fulness 
of God. 

Man needs to be alone with God, to 
yield himself to the presence and t he 
power of His holiness, of His life and of 
His love. Christ on earth needed it ; He 
could not live the life of a Son here in the 
flesh, without at times separating Himself 
entirely from His surroundings, and being 
alone with God. How much more must 
this be indispensable to us ! 
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When our Lord Jesus gave us the blessed 
command to enter our inner chamber, to 
shut the door, to pray to our Father in 
secret, all alone, He gave us the promise 
that the Father would hear such prayers, 
and mightily answer them in our life 
before men. 

Alone with God-that is the secret of 
true prayer; of true power in prayer; of 
real, living, face-to-face fellowship with 
God ; and of power for service. There is 
no true, deep conversion, no true, deep 
holiness, no clothing with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, no abiding peace or joy, 
without being daily alone with God. 
" There is no path to holiness, but in being 
much and long alone with God." 

\Vhat an inestimable privilege is the 
institution of daily secret prayer to begin 
every morning. Let it be the one thing 
our hearts are set on, seeking, and finding, 
and meeting God. 

Take time, 0 my soul, take time, 
to be alone with God. The time will 
come when you will be amazed at the 
thought that one could suggest that five 
minutes was enough. 

" Hearken unto the voice of my cry, 
my King and my God; for unto Thee 
will I pray" (Ps. v. 2). 

"My voice shalt Thou hear in the 
morning, 0 Lord; in the morning will 
I direct my prayer unto Thee, and 
will look up" (Ps. v. 3). 
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NINTH D AY. 

'Utllboll)2 fot c;oti. 

" Whom have I in heaven bitt Thee? and 
there is none upon earth that I desire beside 
Thee ."-Ps. lxxiii. 25. 

A LONE with God-this is a word of 
the deepest importance. May we 

seek grace from God to reach its depths. 
Then shall we learn that there is another 
word of equally deep significance
Wholly for God. 

As we find that it is not easy to persevere 
in this being "Alone with God," we begin 
to realise that it is because the other is 
lacking: we are not " Wholly for God." 
Because He is the Only God, and He 
alone the Adorable One, God has a right 
to demand that He should have 1ts wholly 
for Himself. \¥ithout this surrender He 
cannot make His power known. We read 
in the Old Testament that His servants, 
Abraham, Moses, Elijah, and David , gave 
themselves wholly and unreservedly to 
God, so that He could work out H is p lans 
through them. It is only the fully 
surrendered heart that can fully trust God 
for all He bas promised. 

Nature teaches us that if anyone 
desires to do a great work he must give 
himself wholly to it. This law is specially 
true of the love of a mother for her child . 
She gives herself wholly to the little one 
whom she loves . And shall we not think 
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it reasonable that the great God of L ove 
should h ave u s wholly for Himself ? And 
shall we not take t he watchword, " Wholly 
for God ," as t he keynote for our d evotions, 
every morning as we rise ? As wholly as 
God gives Himself to us, so wholly H e 
desires that we give ourselves to H im. 

Let us in the inner chamber meditate 
on these t hings alone with God, and with 
earnest desire ask H im by H is almighty 
power to work in u s a ll t hat is p leasing in 
H is sight. 

Wholly for God ! What a privilege. 
·what wonderful grace to fit u s for i t . 
V\1holly for God I What separation from 
men, and work, and all t hat might draw 
us away. Wholly for God ! \ Vhat in 
effable blessedness as t h e soul learns what 
it means, and what God gives wit h it. 

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind" (Deut. 
vi . 5 ; Matt. xxii. 37). 

"They sought Him with their 
whole desire, and He was found of 
them " (z Ch ron. xv. 15). 

"\Vith my whole heart have I 
sought Thee" (Ps. cxix. ro). 
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TENTH DAY. 

\rbe 1Rnowreoge of <Boo. 

" This is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee."-JOHN xvii. 3. 

T HE knowledge of God is absolutely 
necessary for the spiritual life. 

It is life eternal. Kot the intellectual 
knowledge we receive from others, or 
through our own power of thought, but 
the living, experimental knowledge in 
which God makes Himself known to the 
soul . Just as the rays of the sun on a 
cold winter's day warm the body, im
parting its heat to us, so the living God 
sheds the life-giving rays of His holiness 
and love into the heart that waits on Him. 

How is it we so seldom experience this 
life-giving power of the true knowledge of 
God ? Because we do not give God time 
enough to reveal Himself to us. When we 
pray, we think we know well enough 
how to speak to God. And we forget 
that one of the very first things in prayer 
is to be silent before God, that He may 
reveal Himself. By His hidden but mighty 
power, God will manifest His presence, 
resting on us and working in us. To 
know God in the personal experience of 
His presence and love is life indeed. 

You have heard of Brother Lawrence. 
He had a great longing to know God, and 
for this purpose went into a monastery. 
His spiritual advi~ers gave him Prayer 
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Books to use, but he put them aside. It 
helps little to pray, he said, i f I do not 
know the God to Whom I pray . And he 
believed that God would reveal Himself. 
H e remained a long timein silent adoration, 
in order to come under the full impression 
of the presence of this great and holy 
Being. He continued in this practice, 
until later be lived consciously and con
stantly in God's presence, and experienced 
His blessed nearness and keeping power. 
As the sun rising each morning is the 
pledge of light through the day, so the 
quiet time waiting upon God, to yield 
ourselves for Him to shine on us, will be 
the pledge of His presence and His power 
resting with us all the day. See that you 
be sure that the sun has risen upon your 
soul. 

Learn this great lesson that the sun 
each day proclaims: As the sun on a cold 
day shines on us and imparts its warmth, 
believe that the living God will work in 
you with His love and His almighty power. 
God will reveal Himself as life and light 
and joy and strength to the soul that waits 
upon Him. 

"Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy 
countenance upon us" (Ps. iv. 6). 

"Be still, and know that I am 
God" (Ps. xlvi. 10). 
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ELEVENTH DAY. 

~o~ tbe jfat!Jer. 

" Baptizing in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."
MATT. xxviii. 19. 

I T is well we should remember that the 
doctrine of the Holy Trinity has a 

deep devotional aspect. As we think of 
God we remember the inconceivable dis
tance that separates Him in His holiness 
from sinful men, and we bow in deep 
contrition and holy fear. As we think of 
Christ the Son, we remember the in
conceivable nearness in which He came 
to be born of a woman, a daughter of 
Adam, and to die the accursed death, and 
so to be inseparably joined to us to a ll 
eternity. And as we think of the Holy 
Spirit we remember the inconceivable 
blessedness of God having His abode in 
us, and making us His home and His 
temple through eternity. 

When Christ taught us to say, "Our 
Father, which art in heaven," He im
mediately added, " Hallowed b e Thy 
Name." As God is holy, so we are to be 
holy too. And there is no way of be
coming holy but by counting that name 
most holy, and drawing nigh to Him in 
prayer. 

How often we speak that name without 
any sense of the unspeakable privilege of 
our relation to God . If we would just 
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take time to come into contact with God 
and to worship Him in His Father love, 
h ow the inner chamber would become to 
us the gate of heaven . 

Child of God, if you pray to your 
Father in secret, bow very low b efore Him, 
and seek to adore His name as most holy. 
Remember that this is the highest 
blessedness of prayer. 

"Pray to thy Father who is in 
secret; and thy Father who seeth 
in secret shall reward thee openly" 
(Matt. vi. 6). 

What an unspeakable privilege, to be 
alone with Goel in secret, and say, " My 
Father." To have the assurance that He 
has indeed seen me in secret, and will 
reward me openly. Take time until you 
can say: 

"I have seen God face to face, and 
my life is preserved" (Gen. xxxii. 30). 
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TWELFTH DAY. 

<S ot> tbe Son. 

" Grace to you and peace from God oiw 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." -
RoM. i. 7. 

I T is remarkable that the Apostle Paul 
in each of his thirteen Epistles writes : 

'' Grace to you, and peace, from God our 
Father, and the Lord J esus Chn:st." He 
had such a deep sense of the inseparable 
oneness of the Father and the Son in 
the work of grace, that in each opening 
benediction he refers to both. 

This is a lesson for us of t he utmost 
importance. There may be times in t he 
Christian life when one thinks chiefly of 
God the Father , and prays to Him. But 
later on we realise that it may cause 
spiritual loss if we do not grasp the truth 
that each day and each hour it is only 
through faith in Christ and in living union 
with Him, that we can enjoy a full and 
abiding fellowship with God. 

Remember what we read of the lamb in 
the midst of the throne. J ohn had seen 
One sitting on a throne. " And the 
four living creatures rest not day and 
night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come" (Rev. iv. 3, 8). 

Later (Rev. v. 6) he sees "in the 
midst of the throne, a Lamb as it 
had been slain." Of all the worshipping 
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multitude none could see God, but he first 
saw Christ the Lamb of God. And none 
could see Christ without seeing the glory 
of . God, the Father and Son inseparably 
One. 

0 Christian, if you would know and 
worship God aright, seek Him and 
worship Him in Christ. And if you seek 
Christ, seek Him and worship Him in 
God. Then you will understand what it 
is to have " your life hid with Christ in 
God," and you will experience that the 
fellowship and adoration of Christ is 
indispensable to the full knowledge of the 
love and holiness of God. 

Be still, 0 soul, and speak these words 
in deepest reverence : " Grace and 
peace "-all I can desire-" from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." 

Take time to meditate, and believe, to 
expect all from God the Father who sits 
upon the throne, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lamb in the midst of the 
throne. Then you will learn truly to 
worship God. Return frequently to this 
sacred scene, to give "Glory to Him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb" (Rev. v. 13). 
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THIRTEENTH DAY. 

<Boo tbe 1boI12 Spirit. 

" Throitgh Him we both have access by 
one Spirit imto the Father."-EPH. ii. 18. 

I N our communion with God in the 
inner chamber, we must guard 

against the danger of seeking to know 
God and Christ in the power of the intel
lect or the emotions. The Holy Spirit has 
been given for the express purpose that 
" by Him we may have access to the Father 
throitgh the Son." Let us beware lest our 
labour be in vain, because we do not wait 
for the teaching of the Spirit. 

Christ taught His disciples this truth in 
the last night. Speaking of the coming 
of the Comforter, He says : " In that day 
ye shall ask the Father in My name; ask, 
and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full." Hold fast the truth that the 
Holy Spirit was given with the one great 
object of teaching us to pray.· He makes 
the fellowship with the Father and the 
Son a blessed reality. Be strong in the 
faith that He is working secretly in you. 
As you enter the inner chamber, give your
self wholly to His guidance as your 
Teacher in all vour intercession and 
adoration. -

When Christ said to the disciples on 
the evening of the resurrection day, 
" Receive ye the Holy Ghost," it was, for 
one thing, to strengthen and fit them for 
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the ten days of prayer, and their receiving 
the fulness of the Spirit. This suggests 
to us three things we ought to remember 
when we draw nigh to God in prayer: 

First.-We must pray in the confidence 
that the Holy Spirit dwells in us, and yield 
ourselves, in stillness of soul, definitely to 
His leading. Take t ime for this . 

Second.-We must believe that the 
"greater works" of the Spirit for the 
enlightening and strengthening of the 
spiritual life-the fulness of the Spirit 
-will be given in answer to prayer. 

Third.-We must believe that through 
the Spirit, in unity with all God's children, 
we may ask and expect the m ighty work
ings of that Spirit on His Church and 
people. 

"He that believeth on .Me, as the 
Scripture hath said, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water" 
(John vii. 38). 

" Believest thou this? " 
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FOURTEENTH DAY. 

mJe Secret Of tbe '.JLort>. 

" Enter into thy closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret; and thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly."
MATT. vi. 6. 

CHRIST longed greatly that His 
disciples should know God as 

their Father, and that they should have 
secret fellowship with Him. In His own 
life He found it not only indispensable, 
but the highest happiness to meet the 
Father in secret. And He would have us 
realise that it is impossible to be true, 
whole-hearted disciples without daily inter
course with the Father in heaven, who waits 
for us in secret. 

God is a God who bides Himself from 
the world, and all that is of the world. 
God would draw us away from the world 
and from ourselves. He offers us instead, 
the blessedness of close, intimate com
munion with Himself. Oh that God's 
children would understand this ! 

Believers in the Old Testament enjoyed 
this experience. " Thou art my hiding
place." " He that dwelleth in the secret 
place of the Most High shall abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty." " The 
secret of the Lortl is with them that fear 
Him." 

How much more ought Christians in 
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the New Covenant to value this secret 
intercourse with God. Vve read: " Ye 
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
in God." If we really believe this, we 
shall have the joyful assurance that our life, 
hid with Christ in God in such Divine keep
ing, is safe and beyond the reach of every 
foe. We should day by day confidently 
seek the renewal of our spiritual life in 
prayer to our Father who is in secret. 

Because we are dead with Christ, one 
plant with H im in the likeness of His 
death, and of His resurrection too, we 
know that, as the roots of a tree are 
hidden under the earth, so the roots of 
our daily life are hidden deep in Goel. 

0 soul, take time to realise : 
"Thou shalt hide me in the secret 

of Thy presence" (Ps. xxxi. 20). 
Our first thought in prayer should be : 

I must know that I ani alone with God, 
and that God is with nie. 

"In the secret of His tabernacle 
shall He hide me" (Ps. xxvii. 5). 
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FIFTEENTH DAY. 

1balf an 1bom: Silence in 1bea"en. 
"And there was silence in heaven about 

the space of half an hour. And another 
angel came and stood at the altar ; and 
there was given unto him mitch incense 
that he should offer it with the prayers of 
all saints upon the golden altar. And the 
smoke of the incense, which came with the 
prayers of the saints, ascended up before 
God."-REv. viii. I, 3, 4. 

T HERE was silence in heaven about 
the space of half an hour-to bring 

the prayers of the saints before God, 
before the first angel sounded his trumpet. 
And so ten thousands of God's children 
liave felt the absolute need of silence and 
retirement from the things of earth for 
half an hour, to present their prayers 
before God, and in fellowship with Him 
be strengthened for their daily work. 

How often the complaint is heard that 
there is no time for prayer. And often 
the confession is made that, even if time 
could be found, one feels unable to spend 
the time in real intercourse with God. 
No one needs ask what it is that hinders 
growth in the spiritual life. The secret 
of strength can only be found in living inter
course with God. 

0 my brother, if you would only obey 
Christ when He says: " When thou 
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
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which is in secret," and have the courage 
to be alone with God for half an hour. 
Do not think, I will not know how to 
spend the time . Just believe, that if 
you begin and are faithful, and bow in 
silence before Goel, He will reveal Himself 
to you. 

If you need help, read some passage 
of Scripture, and let God's Word speak 
to you. Then bow in deepest humility 
before Goel, and wait on Him. He will 
work within you. Read Ps. !xi .. !xii., or 
!xiii., and speak the words out before God . 
Then begin to pray. Intercede for your 
own household and children, for the con
gregation, for the Church and minister, 
for schools and missions. Keep on, 
though the time may seem long. God 
will reward you. But above all, be sure 
you meet Goel. 

Brother, Goel longs to bless you. Is it 
not worth the trouble to take half an hour 
alone with Goel ? In heaven itself there 
was need for half an hour's silence to 
present the prayers of the saints before 
God. If you persevere, you may find 
that the half-hour that seems the most 
difficult in the whole day may at length 
become the most blessed in your whole 
life. 

"My soul is silent unto God." 
"My soul, be thou silent unto God; 

for my expectation is from Him" 
(Ps. lxii. I, 5). 



SIXTEENTH DAY. 

<Botl's <Breatness. 

" Thou art great, and doest wondrous 
things; Thou art God alone."-Ps. 
lxxxvi. IO. 

W HEN anyone commences an im
portant work, he takes time and 

gives his attention to consider the great
ness of his undertaking. Men of science, 
in studying nature, require years of labour 
to grasp the magnitude of, for instance, 
the sun and the heavenly bodies. 

And is not our glorious (. ·d worthy that 
we should take time rightly to know and 
adore His greatness? 

Yet how superficial is our knowledge 
of God's greatness. vVe do not allow 
ourselves time to bow before Him, and so 
come under the deep impression of His 
incomprehensible majesty and glory. 

Meditate on the following texts until 
you are filled with some sense of what a 
glorious Being God is. 

" Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised, and His greatness is unsearch
able." "I will declare Thy greatness." 
" They shall abundantly utter the memory 
of Thy great goodness" (Ps. cxlv. 3, 6, 7). 

Do not imagine that it is easy to grasp 
the meaning of these words. Take time 
for them to master the heart, until you 
bow, it may be, in speechless adoration 
before God. 
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"Ah, Lord God, there 1's nothing too hard 
1or Thee, the Great, the Mighty God, 
Great in counsel and Mighty in 
work" (Jer. xxxii . 17-19). 

And hear God's answer (ver. 27) : 
" Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all 
flesh ; is there anything too hard for 
Me?" 

The right comprehension of God's 
greatness will take time. But if we give 
God the honour that is His due, and if 
our faith grows strong in the knowledge 
of what a great and powerful God we have, 
we shall be drawn to tarry in the inner 
chamber to bow in humble worship before 
this great and mighty God. In His 
abundant mercy He will teach us through 
the Holy Spirit to say : 

"The Lord is a great God; Oh come, 
let us worship and bow down: let 
us kneel before the Lord our Maker " 
(Ps. xcv. 3, 6) . 

"The Lord is a great God, and a 
great King above all gods" (Ps. xcv. 3). 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY. 

R JPerfect 1beart. 

"For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show Himself 
strong in behalf of them whose heart is 
perfect toward Him."-z CHRON. xvi. 9. 

I N worldly matters we know how 
important it is that work should 

be done with the whole heart. In the 
spiritual region this rule still holds good 
inexorably. God has given the com
mandment : " Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart and with all 
thy might" (Deut. vi. 5). And in Jer. 
xxix. 13, "Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, 
when ye shall search for Me with all your 
heart." 

It is amazing that earnest Christians, 
who attend to their daily work with all 
their hearts, are so content to take things 
easy in the service of God. They do not 
realise that if anywhere, they should 
give themselves to God's service with all 
the power of their will. 

In the words of our text we get an 
insight into the absolute necessity of 
seeking God with a perfect heart. " The 
eyes of the Lord run to and fro through the 
whole earth, to show Himself strong in 
behalf of them whose heart is perfect 
toward Him," 

What an encouragement this should be 
to us to humbly wait upon God with an 
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upright heart; we may be assured that 
His eye will be upon us, and He will show 
forth His mighty power in us and in our 
work. 

0 Christian, have you learnt this 
lesson in your worship o.f God-to yield 
yourself each morning with your whole 
heart to do God's will ? Pray each prayer 
with a perfect heart, in true whole
hearted devotion to Him; and then in 
faith expect the power of God to work 
in you and through you. 

Remember that to come to this, you 
must begin by being silent before Goel, 
till you realise that He is indeed working 
in secret in your heart. 

"I wait for my God" (Ps. lxix. 3). 
"In the secret of His tabernacle 

shall He hide me" (Ps. xxvii. 5). 
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EIGHTEENTH DAY. 

~be ©mntpotence of a;oo. 
" I am the Almighty God."-GEN. xvii. r. 

\ "X THEN Abraham heard these words, 
V \; he fell on his face ; and God spake 

to him, and filled his heart with the faith 
in what God would do for him. 0 
Christian, have you bowed in deep 
humility before God, until you felt t hat 
you were in living contact with the Al
m ighty; until your heart has been fi lled 
with the faith that the mighty God is 
working in you, and will perfect His work 
in you? 

Read in the Psalms how the saints of 
old gloried in God and in His strength. 

"I will love Thee, 0 Lord, my 
st rength" (Ps. xviii . l). 

"The Lord is the strength of my 
life " (Ps. xxvii. l). 

" God is the strength of my heart " 
(Ps. lxxiii. 26). 

"Thou strengthenedst me with 
strength in my soul" (Ps. cxxxviii. 3) . 

(See Ps. xviii. 32, xlvi. l, lxviii. 28, 
lxviii . 35, lix. 17, lxxxix. 17.) 

Take time to appropriate these words, 
and to adore God as the Almighty One, 
your strength. 

Christ taught us that salvation is the 
work of God, and quite impossible to man . 
When the disciples asked, " Who t hen 
can be saved?" His answer was, "With 
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men this is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible." If we firmly 
b elieve this, we shall have cou rage to 
believe that God is working in us all that 
is well-pleasing in His sight. 

Think how Paul prays for the Ephesians 
t hat through the enligh tening of t he 
Spirit they might know " the exceeding 
greatness of His power to us-ward 
who believe, according to the work
ing of His mighty power." And 
(Col. i . r r ) " Strengthened with all 
might, according to His g lorious 
power." W hen a man fu lly believes 
that the mighty power of God is working 
without ceasing within him, he can joyfully 
say, "God is the strength of my 
life." 

Do you wonder that many Christians 
complain of weakness and shortcomings ? 
T hey do not understand that the Almighty 
God must work in them every hour of the 
day. That is the secret of the t rue 
life of faith. 

Do not rest until you can say to God, 
"I will love Thee, 0 Lord, my 
strength." Let God have complete 
possession of you, and you will be able 
to say with all God's people, "Thou 
art the g lory of their strength.'' 
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NINETEENTH DAY. 

U:be jfear ot <Pob. 

" Blessed is the man that feareth the 
Lord, that delighteth greatly in His com
mandments."-Ps. cxii. r, cxxviii. r, 4. 

T HE fear of God-these words 
characterise the religion oi the 

Old Testament, and the foundation which 
it laid for the more abundant life of the 
New. " The gift of holy fear" is ever 
still the great desire of the child of God, 
and an essential part of a life that is to 
make a real impression on the world 
around. It is one of the great promises 
of the new covenant in J eremiah: "I 
will make an everlasting covenant with 
them ; and I will put My fear in their 
hearts, that they shall not depart 
from Me." 

We find the perfect combination of the 
two in the Acts (ix. 31). 

" The churches had peace, being edified, 
and walking in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, were multiplied." And Paul more 
than once gives fear a high place in the 
Christian life. "Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it 
is Goel that worketh in you." " Per
fecting holiness in the fear of God " 
(2 Cor. vii. r). 

It bas often been said that the lack of 
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the fear of God is one of the things in 
which our modern times cannot compare 
favourably with the times of the Puritans 
and the Covenanters. No wonder then 
that there is so much cause of complaint 
in regard to the reading of God's Word, 
of the worship of His House, and the 
absence of that spirit of continuous 
prayer which marked the early Church. 
We need that texts like the one at the 
head of this reading should be expounded, 
and the young converts fully instructed 
in the need and the blessedness of a deep 
fear of God, leading to an unceasing 
prayerfulness as one of the essential 
elements of the life of faith . 

Let us· in the inner chamber earnestly 
cultivate this grace. Let us hear the 
word coming out of the very heavens : 

"Who shall not fear Thee, 0 Lord, 
and glorify Thy Name? for Thou only 
art holy." 

" L et us have grace whereby we may 
serve God acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear." 

As we take the word, " Blessed is the 
man that feareth the Lord," into our 
hearts, and believe that here is one of the 
deepest secrets of blessedness, we shall 
seek in every approach to God, in His fear 
to worship towards His holy temple. 

"Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling." 
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TWENTIETH DAY. 

\Bo{) 3-ncomptebensible. 
" Behold, God is great, and we know Him 

not. The Almighty, we cannot find Him 
out: He is excellent in power."- JoB 
xxxvi. 26, xxxvii. 23. 

T HIS attribute of God as a Spirit 
whose being and glory are en

tirely beyond our power of apprehension 
is one that we ponder all too little. And 
yet in the spiritual life it is of the utmost 
importance to feel deeply that, as the 
heavens are high above the earth, so 
God's thoughts and ways are infinitely 
exalted beyond all our thought. 

With what deep humility and holy 
reverence it becomes us to look up to 
God, and then with childlike simplicity 
to yield ourselves to the teaching of 
His Holy Spirit. 

"Oh the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God I How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past find= 
ing out" (Rom. xi. 33). 

Let our hearts respond, " 0 Lord, 0 
God of gods, how wonderful art Thou 
in all Thy thoughts, and Thy purposes 
how deep." The study of what God is, 
ought ever to fill us with holy awe, 
and the sacred longing to know and 
honour Him aright. 
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Just think
His Greatness . 
His Might . 
His Omnipresence 
His Wisdom 
His Holiness 
His Mercy 
His Love 

Incomprehensible. 
Incomprehensible. 
Incomprehensible. 
Incomprehensible. 
Incomprehensible. 
Incomprehensible. 
Incomprehensible. 

As we worship, let us cry out: What an 
inconceivable glory is in this Great Being 
who is my God and Father I Confess 
with shame how little you have sought 
to know Him aright, or to wait upon 
Him to reveal Himself. Begin in faith 
to trust that in a way passing all under
standing, this Incomprehensible and 
All-Glorious God will work in your heart 
and life, and give you in ever-growing 
measure to know Him aright. 

"Mine eyes are unto Thee, 0 God 
the Lord : in Thee is my trust " 
(Ps. cxli. 8). 

"Be still, · and know that I am 
God" (Ps. xlvi. 10). 
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TWEKTY-FIRST DAY. 

~be 1boliness of '501' (©. ~.). 

"Be holy, for I am holy." "I am the 
Lord, that make you holy."-LEV. xi. 45, 
xix. 2, xx. 7, 8, xxi. 8, 15, 23, xxii. 9, 16. 

N !NE times these words are re
peated in Leviticus. Israel had 

to learn that as holiness is the highest 
and most glorious attribute of God, so 
it must be the marked characteristic of 
His people. He that would know God 
aright, and meet Him in secret, must 
above all desire to be holy as He is holy. 
The priests who were to have access to God 
had to be set apart for a life of holiness. 

Even so also the prophet who was to 
speak for Hirn (Isa. vi.). Listen. "I saw 
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up. And the seraphs cried one unto 
another : 'Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of Hosts.' " The voice of adora
tion ; bow in deep reverence. 

" Then said I : ' Woe is me, for I am 
undone; for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of Hosts.'" The voice of a 
broken, contrite heart. 

Then one of the seraphim touched his 
mouth with a live coal from off the altar, 
and said: 'Lo, thine iniquity is taken 
from thee, and thy sin is purged.' " 
The voice of grace and full redemption. 

Then follows the voice of God : " Whom 
shall I send ? " And the willing answer 
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is, "Here am I, send me. Pause ·with 
holy fear, and ask God to reveal Himself 
as the Holy One. 

"Thus saith the high and lofty 
One, that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is Holy: ' I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him also that 
is of a contrite and humble spirit" 
(Isa. lvii. r5). 

Be still, and take time and worship 
God in His great glory, and in that deep 
condescension in which He longs and 
offers to dwell with us and in us. 

Child of God, if you would meet your 
Father in secret, bow low and worship 
Him in the glory of His holiness. Give 
Him time to make Himself known to 
you. 

It is indeed an unspeakable grace to 
know God as the Holy One. 

"Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord 
your God am holy ." 

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
Hosts." 

"Worship the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness." 

" L et the beauty of the Lord our God 
b e upon us" (Ps. xc. r7). 
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TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 

~be 1boline.s.s of <So() ('JR.~.). 

"Holy Father, keep through Thine own 
name those whom Thou hast given Me. 
Sanctify them. For their sakes I sanctify 
Myself, that they also might be sanctified 
through the truth ." - J OHN xvii . II, 17, 19. 

CHRIST ever liveth to pray this 
great prayer. Expect and appro

priate God's answer. 
Hear the words of St. Paul in l Thess. : 

" Night and day praying exceedingly 
that the Lord may stablish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness be~ 
fore God " (iii. lo-13) . 

"The very God of peace sanctify 
y ou wholly" (v. 23). 

"Who also w ill do it " (v . 24). 
Ponder deeply these words as you read 

them, and use them as a prayer to God: 
" Blessed Lord, strengthen my heart to 
be unblameable in holiness . God Himself · 
sanctify me wholly. God is faithful, 
who also will do it." 

What a privilege to commune with 
God in secret, to speak these words in 
prayer, and then to wait upon Him, 
until through the working of the Spirit, 
they live in our hearts, and we begin 
to know something of the holiness of 
God. 

" Unto the church of God which is at 
Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 



Christ Jesus, called to be saints" 
(r Cor. i. 2) . 

God's holiness has been revealed in the 
Old Testament. In the New, we find the 
holiness of God's people in Christ, through 
the sanctification of the Spirit. Oh that 
we understood the blessedness of saying ; 

"Be ye holy, for I am holy." 
" With you , 0 my children, as with Me, 

holiness should be the chief thing." For 
this purpose t he Thrice Holy One has 
revealed Himself to us, through the Son 
and the Holy Ghost. Let us use the 
word " holy" with great reverence of 
God, and then with holy desire, for our
selves. Worship t he God who says; 

" I am the Lord which hallow 
you." 

Bow before Him in holy fear and strong 
desire, and then, in the fulness of faith, 
listen to the prayer promise; 

"God Himself sanctify you wholly. 
Who also will do it." 



TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 

Sin. 

" The chief of sinners." "And the 
grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant 
with faith and love which is in Christ 
jesus."-r TIM. i. q, 15 . 

N EVER forget for a moment, as you 
enter the secret chamber, that your 

whole relation to God depends on what 
you think of sin, and of yourself as a 
redeemed sinner. 

It is sin that makes God's holiness so 
awful. It is sin that makes God's holi
ness so glorious, because He has said : 
"Be ye holy. I am holy. I am the Lord 
which makes you holy" (Lev. xx. 7, 8). 

It is sin that called forth the wonderful 
love of God in not sparing His Son. It 
was sin that nailed Jesus to the cross, 
and revealed the depth and the power of 
the love with which He loved. Through 
all eternity in the glory of heaven, it is 
our being redeemed sinners that will tune 
our praise. 

Never for a moment forget that it is 
sin that has led to the great transaction 
between you and Christ Jesus; and that 
each day in your fellowship with God 
His one aim is to deliver and keep 
you fully from its power, and lift you 
up into His likeness and His infinite 
love. 

It is the thought of sin that will keep 
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you low at His feet, and give the deep 
undertone to all your adoration. 

It is the thought of sin, ever surround
ing you and seeking to tempt you, that 
will give fervency to your prayer, and 
urgency to the faith that hides itself in 
Christ. 

It is the thought of sin that makes 
Christ so unspeakably preCious, that 
keeps you every moment dependent on 
His grace, and gives you the claim to be 
more than conqueror through Him that 
loved us. 

It is the thought of sin that calls to us 
to thank God with the broken and contrite 
heart, which God will not despise, that 
works in us that contrite and humble 
spirit in which He delights to dwell. 

It is in the inner chamber, in secret 
with the Father, that sin can be con
quered, the holiness of Christ can be 
imparted, and the Spirit of holiness take 
possession of our lives. 

It is in the inner chamber that we shall 
learn to know and experience fully the 
Divine power of the precious words of 
promise: 

''The blood of Jes us Christ cleanseth 
us from all sin." "He that abideth 
in Him sinneth not" (r John i. 7, iii. 6). 
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TWENTY-FOURTH DAY. 

~be ~erc)J of a;o~ . 

"Oh, give thanks unto the Lord; for He is 
good: for His mercy endureth for ever."
Ps. cxxxvi. r. 

T HIS Psalm is wholly devoted to the 
praise of God's mercy. In each 

of the twenty-six verses we have the 
expression : " His mercy end ureth for 
ever." The psalmist was full of this 
glad thought. Our hearts too should be 
filled with the blessed assurance. The 
everlasting, unchangeable mercy of God 
is cause for unceasing praise and thanks
giving. 

Let us read what is said about God's 
mercy in the well-known Psalm ciii. 

" Bless the Lord , 0 my soul: w ho 
crowneth thee with lovingkindness 
and tender mercies " (ver. 4). 

Of all God's other attributes, mercy is 
the crown. May it be a crown upon my 
head and in my life ! 

"The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
and plenteous in mercy " (ver . 8) . As 
wonderful as God's greatness is, so infinite 
i s His mercy. 

" As the heaven is high above the 
earth, so g reat is His mercy toward 
them that fear Him" (ver. u ). 

What a thought! As high as the 
heaven is above the earth, so immeasurably 
and inconceivably great is the mercy 
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of God waiting to bestow His richest 
blessing. 

"The mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting upon them 
that fear Him" (ver. 17) . Here again 
the psalmist speaks of God's boundless 
loving-kindness and mercy. 

0 my soul, how frequently we have 
read these familiar words without the 
least thought of their immeasurable 
greatness ! Be still, and meditate until 
the heart responds in the words of 
P salm xxxvi. : 

"Thy mercy, 0 Lord, is in the 
heavens." 

" How excellent is Thy loving= 
kindness, 0 God I therefore the 
children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of Thy wings." 

"Oh, continue Thy lovingkindness 
unt<> them that know Thee." 

0 my soul, take time to thank God 
with great joy for the wonderful mercy 
with which He crowns thy life, and say: 

"Thy lovingkindness is better than 
life." 
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 

Ube 'Wlor~ of $0~. 

" The Word of God is quick and power
fz4l."-HEB. iv. 12. 

FOR intercourse with God, His Word 
and Prayer are both indispensable; 

and in the inner chamber they should 
not be separated . In His Word, God 
speaks to me : in Prayer, I speak to 
God. 

The Word teaches me to know the 
God to whom I pray; it teaches me how 
He would have me pray. It gives me 
precious promises to encourage me in. 
prayer. It often gives me wonderful 
answers to prayer. 

The ·word comes from God's heart, 
and brings His thoughts and His love 
into my heart. And then the \¥ord 
goes back from my heart into His great 
heart of love, and prayer is the means of 
fellowship between God's heart and mine. 

The Word teaches me God's will
the will of His promises as to what He 
will do for me, as food for my faith, and 
also the will of His commands, to which I 
surrender myself in loving obedience. 

The more I pray, the more I feel my 
need of the Word, and rejoice in it. The 
more I read God's ·word, the more I 
have to pray about, and the more power 
I have m prayer. One great cause of 
prayerlessness is that we read God's 
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Word too little, or only superficially, or in 
the light of human wisdom. 

It is the Holy Spirit through whom 
the \Vord has been spoken, who is also 
the Spirit of prayer. He will teach me 
how to receive the Word, and how to 
approach God. 

How blessed would the inner chamber 
be, what a power and an inspiration in 
our worship, if we only took God's Word 
as from Himself, turning it into prayer, 
and definitely expecting an answer. 
It is in the inner chamber, in the secret 
of God's presence, that by the Holy 
Spirit God's Word will become our 
delight and our strength. 

God's Word in deepest reverence in our 
hearts, and on our lips, and in our lives, 
will be a never-failing fountain of strength 
and blessing. 

Let us believe that God's Word is 
indeed full of a quickening power that 
will make us strong, gladly to expect 
and receive great things from God. 
Above all, it will give us the daily blessed 
fellowship with Him as the living God. 

"Blessed is the man whose delight 
is in the law of the Lord; in His 
law doth he meditate day and 
night" (Ps. i. 1, 2). 
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TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 

n:be ]psalms. 

"How sweet are Thy words unto my 
taste I yea, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth!"-Ps. cxix. 103. 

T HIS little book seeks to help us to 
worship God. Of the sixty -six 

books in the Bible, the Book of Psalms 
is given us specially for this purpose. 
The other books are historical, or doc
trinal, or practical. But the Psalms 
take us into the inner sanctuary of God's 
holy presence, to enjoy the blessedness 
of fellowship with Him. It is a book of 
devotions inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

Would you each morning truly meet 
God and worship Him in spirit and in 
truth, then let your heart be filled with 
the Word of God in the Psalms. 

As you read the Psalms, underline 
the word "Lord" or "God," wherever 
it occurs, and also the pronouns referring 
to God, "I," "Thou," "He." This 
will help to connect the contents of the 
Psalm with God, who is the object of all 
prayer. When you have taken the trouble 
to mark the different names of God, 
you will find that more than one difficult 
Psalm will have light shed upon it. 
These underlined words will make God 
the central thought, and lead you to a 
new worship of Him. Take them upon 
your lips and speak them out before 
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Him. Your faith will anew be strength
ened to realise how God is your strength 
and help in all circumstances of life. 

The Psalms, as the Holy Spirit of old 
taught God's people to pray, will, by the 
power of that Spirit, teach us, too, ever 
to abide in God's presence. 

Then take Psalm cxix. Every time 
that the word "Lord," or "Thou," or 
"Thy" occurs, underline it. You will 
be surprised to find that each verse con
tains these words once, or more than 
once. Meditate on the thought that the 
God who is found throughout the whole 
Psalm is the same God who gives us His 
law, and will enable us to keep it. 

The Psalm will soon become one of 
the most beloved, and you will :find its 
prayers and its teaching concerning 
God's Word drawing you continually 
up to God, in the blessed consciousness 
of His power and love. 

"Oh, how love I Thy law I It is my 
meditation all the day" (Ps. cxix. 97). 

53 



TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

'Ube (J;lotl2 of a;ob. 

" Unto Him be glory throughout all 
ages."-EPH. iii. zr. 

GOD Himself must reveal His glory 
to us ; then alone are we able to 

know and glorify Hirn aright. 
There is no more wonderful image in 

nature of the glory of God than we find 
in the starry heavens. The telescopes, 
which are continually made more power
ful, have long proclaimed the wonders of 
God's universe. And by means of photo
graphy, new wonders of that glory have 
been revealed . A photographic plate 
fixed below the telescope will reveal 
millions of stars, which could never have 
been seen by the eye through the best 
telescope. Man must step on one side, 
and allow the glory of the heavens 
to reveal itself ; and the stars, at first 
wholly invisible, and at immense dis
tances, will leave their image upon the 
plate. 

What a lesson for the soul that longs 
to see the glory of God in His Word. 
Put aside your own efforts and thoughts. 
Let your heart be as a photographic 
plate that waits for God's glory to be 
revealed. The plate must be rightly 
prepared and clean ; let your heart be 
prepared and purified by God's Spirit. 
" Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
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shall see God." The plate must be 
immovable ; let your heart be still 
before God. The plate must be exposed 
sometimes for seven or eight hours, 
to receive the full impression of the 
farthest stars ; let your heart take 
time in silent waiting upon God, and H e 
will reveal His glo ry. 

If you keep silence before God and give 
. Him time, He will put thoughts into 

your heart that may be of unspeakable 
blessing to yourself and others. He 
will create within you desires and dis
positions that will indeed be as the rays 
of His glory shining in you. 

Put this to the proof this morning. 
Offer your spirit to Him in deep humility, 
and have faith that God will reveal 
Himself in His holy love. His glory 
will descend upon you. You will your
self feel the need of giving Him full 
time to do His blessed work. 

"The Lord is in His holy temple; 
let all the earth keep silence before 
Him." 

"My soul, wait thou only upon 
God; for my expectation is from 
Him." 

"God hath shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of 
Christ Jesus" (z Cor. iv. 6). 

"Be still, and know that I am God." 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

n:be 1bol}] n:rtnit}]. 

" Elect according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, through sanctification of the 
Spfrit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ."-1 PET. i. 2. 

H ERE we have one of the texts in 
which the great truth of the blessed 

Trinity is seen to lie at the very root of 
our spiritual life. In this little book we 
have spoken specially of the adoration of 
God the Father, and the need of time, 
sufficient time each day, to worship Him 
in some of His glorious attributes. But 
we must remind ourselves that, for all our 
intercourse with God, the presence and 
the power of the Son and the Spirit are 
absolutely necessary. 

What a field this opens for us in the 
inner chamber. We need time to realise 
how all our intercourse with the Father is 
conditioned by the active and personal 
presence and working of the Lord Jesus. 
It takes time to become fully conscious 
of what need I have of Him in every 
approach to God, what confidence I may 
have in the work that He is doing for me 
and in me, and what the holy and intimate 
love is in which I may count upon His 
presence and all-prevailing intercession. 
But oh to learn the lesson that it needs 
time, and that that time will be most 
blessedly rewarded! 
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Even so too with the Divine and 
almighty power of the Holy Spirit working 
in the depth of my heart, as the One who 
alone is able to reveal the Son within me. 
Through Him alone I have the power to 
know what and how to pray; above all, 
how to plead the Name of Jesus, and to 
receive the assurance that my prayer has 
been accepted. 

Dear Christian reader, have you not 
felt more than once that it was as it 
were a mockery to speak of five minutes 
to be alone with God, to come under the 
impression of His glory? And now does 
not the thought of the true worship of 
God in Christ through the Holy Spirit 
make you feel more than ever that it 
needs time to enter into such holy alliance 
with God as shall keep the heart and mind 
all the day in His peace and presence? 
It is in tarrying in the secret of God's 
presence that you receive grace to abide 
in Christ, and all the day to be led by His 
Spirit. 

Just pause and think: " Elect accord~ 
ing to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of t he 
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling oj 
the blood of Jesus Christ ! " What 
food for thought-and worship ! 

" When Thou suidst, ' Seek ye My 
face,' my heart said unto Thee, ' Thy 
face, Lord, will I seek.' " 
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TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 

~be '.!Love of <So~. 

" God is love; and he that dwelleth in 
love dwelleth in God, and God in him."
I JOHN iv. 16. 

T HE best and most wonderful word 
in heaven is Love. For God is 

Love. And the best and most wonderful 
word in the inner chamber must be-Love. 
For the God who meets us there is
Love. 

What is love ? The deep desire to 
give itself for the beloved. Love finds 
its joy in imparting all that it has, to 
make the loved one happy. And the 
heavenly Father, who offers to meet 
us in the inner chamber-let there be no 
doubt of this in our minds-has no other 
object than to fill our hearts with His 
love. 

All the other attributes of God which 
have been mentioned find in this their 
highest glory. The true and full blessing 
of the inner chamber is nothing less than 
a life in the abundant love of God . 

Because of this, our first and chief 
thought in the inner chamber should be 
faith in the love of God. Seek, as you 
set yourself to pray, to exercise great 
and unbounded faith in the love of God. 

Take time, 0 my soul, in silence to 
meditate on the wonderful revelation of 
God's love in Christ, until you are filled 
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with the ~pirit of worship and wonder 
and longing desire. Take time to believe 
the precious truth : " Th e love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto its ." 

Let us remember with shame how little 
we have believed in, and sought after, 
this love. And as we pray, let us hold 
fast this assurance : I am confident that 
my heavenly Father longs to manifest 
His love to me. I am deeply convinced 
of the truth: He will and can do it. 

"Yea, I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love" (J er. xxxi. 3). 

"That ye, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend 
with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height; 
and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge" (Eph. iii. 
17, 18, 19) . 

"Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us" 
(I John iii . I ). 
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THIRTIETH DAY. 

lrulaiting upon <Bo~. 

"On Thee do I wait all the day."
Ps. xxv. 5. 

W AITING upon God-in this ex
pression we find one of the deepest 

truths of God's \Vord in regard to the 
attitude of the soul in its intercourse 
with God. 

Waiting upon God. Just think-that 
He may reveal Himself in us; that He 
may teach us all His will; that He 
may do to us what He has promised ; 
that in all things He may be the Infinite 
God. 

It is the attitude of soul with which 
each day should begin. On awaking 
in the morning, in the inner chamber, 
in quiet meditation, in the expression in 
prayer of our ardent longings and desires, 
in the course of our daily work, in all our 
striving after obedience and holiness, in 
all our struggles against sin and self
will-in everything there should be a 
waiting upon God to receive what He 
will bestow, to see what He will do, to 
allow Him to be the Almighty Goel. 

Meditate on these things, and they 
will help you truly to value the precious 
promises of God's Word. 

"They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength ; they 
shall mount up with wings as 
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eagles." There we have the secret of 
heavenly power and joy. 

" Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, 
and He shall strengthen thine heart ; 
wait, I say, on the Lord." 

" Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently 
for Him." 

The deep root of all Scriptural theology 
is this : Absolute dependence on God. 
As we exercise this spirit, it will become 
more natural and blessedly possible to say: 

"On Thee do I wait all the day." 
There we have the secret of true, unin
terrupted, silent adoration and worship. 

Has this little book helped to teach us 
the true worship of God ? If so, the 
Lord's name be praised. 

Or have we only learned how little 
we know of it ? For this, too, let us 
thank Him. 

If we long for a fuller experience of 
this blessing, let us read the book again 
with a deeper insight as to what is m eant, 
and the absolute need of a life in which 
the soul each day and all the day waits 
upon God. May the God of all grace 
grant this. 

"I wait for the Lord, my soul 
doth wait, and in His word do I 
hope" (Ps. cxxx. 5). 

"Rest in the Lord, and wait 
patiently for Him, and He shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart" 
(Ps. xxxvii. 4, 7). 
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THIRTY-FIRST DAY. 

~be JDraise ot '5ol>. 

"Praise is comely for the upriglzt."
Ps. xxxiii. r. 

PRAISE will ever be a part of 
Adoration. Adoration, when it 

has entered God's presence, and had 
fellowship with Him, ·will ever lead to 
the praise of His Name. Let praise 
be a part of the incense we bring before 
God in our quiet time. 

It was when the children of Israel,attheir 
birth as the people of God at the Red Sea, 
had been delivered from t he power of 
Egypt, that in the song of Moses the joy of 
redemption burst forth in the song of praise: 

"Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, 
among the gods? Who is like Thee, 
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders?" 

In the Psalms we see what a large 
place praise ought to have in the spiritual 
life. There are more than sixty Psalms 
of praise, becoming more frequent as 
the Book draws to its close. See Ps. 
xc,~.-ci., ciii.-cvii., cxi.-cxviii., cxxxiv.
cxxxviii., cxliv.-cl. The last five are 
all Hallelujah psalms, with the word, 
" Praise ye the Lord," as the beginning 
and the ending. And t he very last 
repeats "praise Him," twice in every 
verse, and ends, " Let everything 
that hath breath praise the Lord." 
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Let u s take time to study this until 
our whole heart and life be one continual 
song of praise : 

" I will bless the Lord at all times ; 
His praise shall continually be in my 
mouth." "Every day will I bless 
Thee." "I will sing praises unto my 
God while I have my being." 

With the coming of Christ into the 
world, there was a new outburst of praise 
in the song of the angels, the song of 
Mary, the song of Zechariah, and the 
song of Simeon. · 

And then we find in the song of Moses 
and the Lamb (Rev. xv. 3) the praise 
of God filling creation: "Great and 
marvellous are Thy works, Lord 
God Almighty. Who shall not fear 
Thee, 0 Lord, and glorify Thy Name? 
for Thou only art holy" ; ending 
(Rev. xix. r-6) with the fourfold 
"Hallelujah, Amen I" "For the Lord 
our God, the Almighty, reigneth." 

0 child of God, let the inner chamber, 
and the quiet time with God, ever lead 
the heart to unceasing praise. 
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varied experience of Church life." 
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